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Influence of Financial Literacy, Financial Inclusion and
Educational Skills on Entrepreneurial Intent: Empirical

Evidence from Young Entrepreneurs of Balochistan

By
"Muhammad Shaban, ’Sheza Riaz
Abstract

This study aims to investigate how financial literacy affects young people's
entrepreneurial intentions in Balochistan. Young students in Balochistan
completed a closed-ended, self- administered structured questionnaire
that included financial literacy, financial inclusion, educational skills and
financial self-efficacy with entrepreneurial intentions. In the situation of
Balochistan, the study attempted to look at educational skills to examine
the influence of financial literacy on young people's entrepreneurial
intentions. The most recent SPSS version was used to assess the research
model, which was genuine as a measurement model in recognition of its
relationship with entrepreneurial intention and modern technique. The
outcomes showed a favorable relationship between financial literacy and
its three components: financial inclusion, educational skills and financial
self-efficacy. It was determined that the combined influence of financial
literacy and its elements on entrepreneurial intentions was sufficient for
economic growth, it is important to have entrepreneurial intentions while
starting new businesses. Financial self-efficacy has a mediating function
in financial literacy. Utilizing the convenience sampling method, data
were collected from universities in Balochistan Quetta using a self-
administered questionnaire. The most recent version of SPSS's Macro
Hayes procedure was used to test the data. According to the findings,
financial self-efficacy, financial literacy, financial inclusion and
educational skills are all positively correlated. According to the results of
the mediation study, there is a significant mediation effect between
financial inclusion and educational skills with financial literacy that is

1Accountant, Department of Pakistan Study Centre, University of Balochistan, Quetta
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caused by financial self-efficacy. This study also found that the possibility
of entrepreneurial intention improves if young people have stronger
financial literacy, financial inclusion, educational skills, and financial
self-efficacy. This implies that in order to enhance and promote their
existing entrepreneurial intention, young people in Balochistan must use
financial literacy models if they hope to reach a greater limit of
entrepreneurial intention.

Keywords: Financial Literacy, Financial Inclusions, Educational
Skills, Financial Self-efficacy, Entrepreneurial Intention.

Introduction

The financial literacy is likely to be connected with age, gender,
knowledge, level of income and social effects which differ the gradation of
societal constrictions in religious and cultural freedoms. In case of
providing knowledge can grow the involvement in retirement ideas (Xu, L,
& Zia, 2012). Socioeconomic and demographic appearances such as
ethnicity, age, marital status, education fulfillment, working position, and
household net-worth are important in the explanation of household
financial vulnerability. Those with higher education should have a well
appreciative of financial planning and the importance of savings (Fareed,
2020).

In case of basic knowledge of business information, choices and selection
will increase the financial literacy of poor families. For that reason,
financial knowledge eases decision making procedures for improving the
saving rates and money value client to borrow. Accordingly, that results
right to enter and use  of appropriate by the poor, financial services
(Bongomin, 2016). The Government should move faster procedure of
financial institutions to bring Pakistan same level to nearby countries.
Government should focus on business information of overall community
and training and experience to the rural and women population of the
nation, to developing the economy of Pakistan through financial
institutions (Munawar & Baig, 2019). The evaluation of financial
knowledge that actually encouraged to universally not among who specify
in the field of finance (Segura et al, 2019). As regards future career choices
are concerned the educational system influences knowledge, skills,
competency, and attitudes. A culture of entrepreneurship needs to be
promoted by promoting the importance of entrepreneurship in the
educational system (Raposo & Paco, 2011). Administrative Units of
Government and controlling authority force be able to make better system
of projects or services intended to meet the public needs and financial
involvements in Pakistan (Hasnain et al, 2017). The main problem of



Pakistan is Unemployment, administrative should motivate and facilitate to
youth for increasing business units and developing new forms improve for
change in better economic condition and reducing unemployment (Bilal et
al, 2021). Most peoples have not bank account due to unavailability of
bank branch, inferior in situation of education, difficulties to understanding
the English language, for the reason that the banking system is in English,
for transaction by way of communication the English language is
compulsory (Hasnain et al, 2017).

The capability of a specific to acquire and use proper financial services is
predicted by their financial self-efficacy. Examining the self-efficacy idea
and how it relates to financial institutions is especially important since
financial consumers' beliefs about their capacities to carry out a given task
or activity may have an important effect on their cognitions and
performances (Farrell & et al, 2016). One of the most important factors
influencing financial behavioral change in various contexts is self-efficacy.
This suggests that having significantly high levels of self-efficacy may
make it easier for a consumer to obtain and use the financial institution,
goods, and services of their choice (Mindra & et al, 2017).

This study looked for a connection between financial literacy, financial
inclusion, and entrepreneurial intention among youth in Baluchistan. The
goal of this study is to investigate how financial literacy relates to
entrepreneurial intention in young people in Baluchistan. Specifically, the
aim of this study is to examine how financial literacy, its components, and
entrepreneurial intention affect youth in Balochistan.

Problem of Statement

Financial literacy is evaluated at the level of a young entrepreneur under
normal conditions and the determination of financial literacy is suitable for
developing countries. This study reviews the learning about financial
literacy through a systematic revision focusing on four main points, an
important component of the framework is its intention to link investments
and economic growth in Balochistan through financial literacy, financial
inclusion, and entrepreneurship. The purpose of this research evaluates the
university students’ intentions about entrepreneurship and business as
university students' attitudes toward entrepreneurs, entrepreneurial
activities, and social functions are determining elements in their decision to
pursue an entrepreneurial career. The main difficulties to financial literacy
at both the micro and macro levels are distinct from those faced by the
financial sector and include a lack of frameworks and regulations, a lack of
government initiative, a lack of life cycle planning, and a lack of engaging
and fascinating methods for imparting financial literacy skills. Financial



goods and services for young people, as well as financial literacy, will aid
in the development of skills and attitudes towards saving, investing,
managing debt, and negotiating financial matters. Pakistan is in desperate
need of sound financial planning and support to stabilize its sputtering
economy. In addition, efforts should be made to incorporate fundamental
financial literacy into the curriculum so that young people can plan,
safeguard, and enhance their financial futures.

Research Objectives

1: To examine the impact of financial literacy on entrepreneurial intentions.
2: To examine the impact of educational skills on entrepreneurial
intentions.
3: To examine the impact of financial inclusion on entrepreneurial
intentions.

Literature Review

Entrepreneurship

Entrepreneurship is the study of how future commodities and services are
discovered, appraised, and utilized by whom and with what results. As a
result, entrepreneurial possibilities are situations in which new
commodities, raw materials, and organizational methods can be launched
and sold for more than their manufacturing costs (McMullen et al, 2007).
Entrepreneurship is a set of actions that is related and contingent, and it
may be analyzed and measured in a variety of ways. With initiatives such
as fair skill, entrepreneurship has also helped to create new markets and
marketplaces (Huybrechts & Nicholls, 2012).

Entrepreneurship is an important and essential aspect of financial growth,
and it offers several societal benefits. It promotes invention, occupation for
the development of human likely, and the satisfaction of new client
expectations (Mariano et al, 2011). Governments have created programs
and concentrated policies to encourage young people to start businesses.
From an entrepreneurial standpoint, young financial inclusion has
enormous potential. Policymakers would better comprehend the need to
support young people's entrepreneurial endeavors they had a well
knowledge of the entrepreneurship and young people's financial inclusion
(Koloma, 2021).

Entrepreneurs do businesses by applying manufacture managing, source
capacity, financial power, having the confidence to take risks and chances,
and promotion. Every entrepreneur's performance converts a challenge
when it comes to doing business goals based on potential and source



possession. This has to do with efficacy and efficiency. Financial
perceptions, customer viewpoints, business development perceptions, and
study and nurture viewpoints are the four aspects in which system of
government performance can be measured. According to this viewpoint,
performance is inextricably linked to business progress goals in order to
expand and capitalize on financial, customer, and production capacity
opportunities and conditions. The improvement in the performance of
entrepreneurs in entrepreneurship with an emphasis on small and medium-
sized businesses can be demonstrated in the increased production capacity
and profitability (Sariwulan et al, 2020).

Financial Literacy and Entrepreneurial Intentions

Financial literacy is the capacity and certainty to manage individual
resources over proper, short-term decision-making and complete, long-
term financial planning, while being aware of lifetime activities and
altering financial situations. Financial literacy is not merely a useful skill
or information that the whole world possesses, it is an essential existence
implement that everyone must possess in order to succeed in today's
modern world (Bilal et al, 2021). Most consumers, it is commonly
acknowledged, lack the knowledge of finance required to make important
financial decisions for their own benefit (Oseifuah, 2010).
Entreprencurship and the elements that influence a person's decision to
establish a new business focuses on the personality traits of people's
financial views. A number of personality traits have been identified as
being important for entrepreneurial intent and success, such as the desire
to succeed, the willingness to take risks, the internal locus of control, and
innovativeness. Individual attitudes influence behavior through intention.
There are three major attitudinal antecedents of intent in particular:
Perceived social norm, personal attitude toward behavior outcomes, and
supposed social control or self-efficacy (Schwarz et al, 2009).

If the government intended to boost entrepreneurship, it required to make
available further financial assets to possible entrepreneurs with low funds.
For the reason those young persons have limited access to financial assets
to start a business, they have fewer period to accumulate the needed
resources and, as a result, they are less expected to start their particular
business due to financial restrictions. In developing countries, a lack of
access to finance and financial scheme problems are seen as major
restrictions among potential entrepreneurs (Luc, 2018). The entrepreneur
has been viewed in high regard as an individual with the facility to
recognize activity and performance on income prospects as a creator of an
organization, the importance of networks, teams, funding, and so on.
Researchers interested in learning more about new venture formation are



intrigued by this phenomenon. Entrepreneurs look for and recognize
possibilities before weighing the risks and benefits of starting a new
business. Entrepreneurs employ affective judgment emotional responses
and feelings as well as intellectual reasoning politics, concepts, and
perceptual skills to decide whether or not to act (Sivarajah, k &
Achchuthan, 2013).

Educational skills and Entrepreneurial Intentions

Educational skills are required to keep a business functioning efficiently.
These abilities help workers in understanding both internal and external
facets that influence the performance of a business. Workplace education
is the cornerstone of specialized education, and it is regarded to bring
together the best circumstances for skill development. For social and
moral grounds, give training and cover the costs of practical training. The
ability to take on the duties of completing tasks, the ability to
communicate and work as a team, the ability to conceptualize in terms of
systems, and the ability to learn, to learn are all examples of skills (Suto &
Eccles, 2014). Consumer decisions that should be improved through
financial education have prompted organizations, businesses, and
governments across the globe to develop initiatives to increase financial
literacy. Education has an impact on the retention of the lessons learned.
(Fernandes et al, 2014).

The entrepreneurial informative situation, personal traits, awareness of
possibility, entrepreneurial chains, and financial availability were
identified as the five independent variables disturbing the dependent
variable, entrepreneurial intention in the downward direction. The
connection of the aforementioned factors was shown to be partially
mediated by the variable attitudes towards entrepreneurship. Financial
development is aided by the usage of information expertise (Bilal et al,
2021). Globalization is driving up the demand for computerization. The
more processor practicality a person is, the easier it is for him or her to
come up with fresh business thoughts and set their sights on new ventures.
As of its universality at the time, computer knowledge includes the need
to understand computer skills, the need to make informedjudgments about
public policy regarding computers and their uses, and the need to inform
the public about data processing and computing vocations (Honffman &
Blake, 2003). After participating in a supportable business creativity
program, students who have an internal locus of control develop a good
attitude toward entrepreneurship. Individuals' entrepreneurial intention can
be thought of asa intellectual representation of activities they will take to
either start a new business or add value to an existing one (Kusmintarti et



al, 2014).

The fourth industrial revolution and 5G technologies have completely
revolutionized the corporate landscape, emphasizing the need for
entrepreneurship. Unfortunately, as technology advances,
entrepreneurship faces numerous hurdles both locally and worldwide. The
impact of computer and internet self-efficacy on individual entrepreneurial
orientation, as well as the impact of computer and net efficiency on early
exchange offering, was positively and significantly influenced (Alias et al,
2021). It is important to offer fundamental financial education so that
people can manage a financial crisis more effectively. Financial education
must be a lifelong search in our complex and dynamic financial
marketplace so that consumers of all ages and socioeconomic backgrounds
can stay well-informed of variations in their financial requirements and
conditions and take advantage of the goods and services that best meet
their objectives. One type of human capital is financial knowledge.
Information gathering on teachers, training programs, and subject matter
addressed are among the activities that will likely be successful in
improving the measurement of financial education. Another outcome that
is likely to be motivating is when to apply for Social Security benefits.
These choices all have significant economic effects. Examples of such
outcomes include borrowing for student loans, investing in health, and
reverse loan patterns (Lusardi et al, 2014).

Financial inclusion and Entrepreneurial Intentions

The availability and utilization of formal financial services by families and
businesses are knownas financial inclusion. The absence of such access is
regarded as financial exclusion. It is vital to think of that there is still no
unified explanation of what constitutes financial inclusion or financial
exclusion because it is a intricate idea. Due to the dynamic nature of
multiple elements of financial inclusion or exclusion, several academics,
policymakers, and international organizations have created various
definitions. Investment accounts, credit, insurance, and payment services
are among the numerous categories of financial products and services that
are generally considered to be part of financial inclusion. Financial
inclusion, according to the World Bank, is the ability to access useful and
reasonably priced financial products and services that meet one's needs,
including transactions, payments, savings, credit, and insurance, and that
are provided in a way that is ethical and sustainable for both individuals
and businesses (Aduda & Kalunda, 2012).

Financial inclusion is a system of measurement for a country's financial
sector's inclusiveness. It is a multidimensional indicator that captures data
on different dimensions of financial inclusion, such as banking perception,



banking service convenience, and banking system operation. The
significance of financial inclusion and it is generally agreed upon that
financial inclusion may play an important role in helping individuals,
particularly the poor, in improving their living and can excite economic
activity (Sarma & Pais, 2011). Viewed from a global perspective, financial
inclusion can assist create enterprises, lower unemployment rates, and
increase income creation in developing nations, all of which can help
reduce poverty (Koloma, 2021). Inclusionary growth, economic
development, and financial deepening are all aided by financial inclusion.
It has the potential to improve poor people's access to financial services,
hence reducing poverty and income inequality (Bordage & et al, 2000).
This was done primarily to find out how the respondents' essential
qualities, such as infrastructure and economic disparities, cultural and
environmental barriers, and others, facilitate or restrict access to financial
services (Mindra & Moya, 2017).

Youth financial inclusion appears to be more influenced by having a job, a
good education, living in a wealthy household, and at least one family
member having a bank account. The cost of financial services, a lack of
cash, and the notion that saving in particular, as well as financial services
in general, are not always necessary all seem to be barriers to greater
financial inclusion of young. When compared to other financial services,
loan services often have a bigger impact, especially for young people. The
accomplishment of sustainable development goals depends on youth
financial inclusion. It is important to emphasize their financial inclusion
for a variety of reasons. Their unemployment is a significant problem
around the world, especially in urban regions, when compared to that of
adults (Koloma, 2021).

Entrepreneurial prospects necessitate that person not only possess some
level of prior knowledge and facts but also possess the intellectual
qualities and skills necessary to value and apply such information. The
recognition of entrepreneurship as a mechanism for economic growth and
development has piqued the interest of researchers and policymakers alike.
On the one hand, researchers and policymakers are interested in how
various policies and support programs can stimulate economic growth
and entrepreneurial activity. Information, funding, training and education
programs, infrastructural facilities analysis, and mentoring services that
entrepreneurs require to establish, expand, and manage their firms
efficiently. It is necessary to promote and support entrepreneurship as a
means of driving job creation. Individuals will be encouraged to start their
own enterprises if they are aware of the role of entrepreneurial assistance
in influencing entrepreneurial intention through the helpfulness of



government policies and involvements (Malebana, 2017).

The nature and sources of new ideas are investigated, with a special focus
on how current knowledge shapes those ideas, as well as the reasoning
practices by which people access and use their knowledge. A range of
knowledge-accessing processes, including theoretical grouping, analogy,
and issue formulation, can be used to determine the genesis of an idea.
This can be used for business as well. Knowledge may be put to good use
and entrepreneurial creativity can be improved by carefully using a variety
of basic methods. Previous information and knowledge are a person's
distinctive understanding of a topic that allows him or her to recognize
certain opportunities. The wealth and diversity of study on the issues that
influence entrepreneurial intent suggest that this field is essential to
candidates from various nations, as well as scientists, researchers, and
lecturers who want to improve young people's attitudes toward one of the
forms of employment, business start-up, through education (Remeikiene et
al, 2013).

One of the most critical elements for the inclusive growth and
development of any economy is financial inclusion. It is a widely held
belief that young entrepreneurs contribute exponential growth to the
country's economic progress. Without the input of young entrepreneurs, a
nation cannot develop. Young entrepreneurship is significantly impacted
by financial inclusion. Young people have assumed a platform that
encourages the launch of new businesses. Analysis of the causes for the
inadequate awareness of various financial inclusions among the youth
that were found during the investigation, including a lack of education,
lack of internet access, bad infrastructure, and lack of use of bank services
(Goel & Madan, 2019).

Conclusion

The main objective of this study was to investigate the effects of financial
literacy and its associated variables on young people's entrepreneurial
ambition in the context of Balochistan. The research expanded upon and
made a contribution to earlier works by developing and testing a
measurement model and demonstrating how it relates to entrepreneurial
goals. The research model that was purportedly generated was validated
using SPSS.

It indicates that all factors were very acceptable and that they have a clear
positive relationship with the youth of Balochistan. The most effective
factor is financial literacy. The discussed of positive points, financial
literacy is key to success in entrepreneurship. In addition, financial
literacy is dependent on family status. Family should establish a consistent



savings routine and follow it. A documented budget is a must for
effective money management. Financial literacy is most necessary for the
entrepreneurial sector. Financial literacy training is not provided with an
entrepreneurial intention. These are the very much satisfied.

Whereas the second most important factor that is financial
inclusion. It indicates that people have access to practical financial
services and goods at reasonable prices. This factor includes that
introducing financial inclusion and introducing new digital financial
solutions to under-privileged firms. Entrepreneurial introduce mobile
financial services, trade, and mobile banking. Financial inclusion
improves GDP. Entrepreneurs use financial inclusion strategies. Insurance
is usable in Entrepreneurial Intention. Insurance is a guarantee of business
loss. These are relied on satisfactory point.

Third important factor according to the results is educational
Skills. That involves having the knowledge necessary to utilize financial
knowledge and investment strategies successfully. This factor including
that educational skill is important to creating entrepreneurial
competency. Educational skills viewed in entrepreneurial intentions.
Entrepreneurs get educational skills through training. Educational skills
and trainings should give though NGOs. Regarding the measuring
outcome, these points are satisfactory.

The last component, financial self-efficacy, is the least useful in
predicting the outcome. It refers to someone's self-assurance in their
capacity to gather knowledge for sound financial judgments. This factor
including that, when unforeseen expenses occur it is difficult to stay on
my budget. It is difficult to move closer to my financial objectives. |
struggle to come up with a solution when faced with a financial problem.
The outcome of our study shows that every individual variable is positive
and has a value that is higher than the 0.60 standards / normal scale. This
is encouraging for our research prospective to acquire high-quality,
trustworthy data. These Alpha Coefficients all indicate a high and
trustworthy score.

The experimental result that financial literacy strengthens
entrepreneurial ambitions has also been validated by the study. This
study also provides empirical evidence for the positive effects of four
components of financial literacy on entrepreneurial intention: financial
inclusion, educational skills and financial self- efficacy. The total
impact of financial literacy and its components on entrepreneurial
intention is sufficient. Additionally, it was discovered in this study that
if young people have better financial understanding and attitudes, their
chances of intending to start their own business may increase. As a

10



consequence, there will be a greater influx of new businesses, helping
to fight unemployment, one of Balochistan's major concerns.
Additionally, the main goal of the study was to determine how
entrepreneurial intentions are impacted by financial learning and its
dimensions in order to understand their basic interactions. According to
past studies and experimental evidence from the current research, it has
been established that financial literacy may assist Balochistan in many
ways, including the establishment of new businesses and having a
beneficial impact on entrepreneurial intentions.

Furthermore, the study has provided experimental support that
financial literacy enhances entrepreneurial intent. Financial attitude and
financial knowledge, two components of financial literacy, have a
significant favorable impact on entrepreneurial intent, according to the
research, which is honest and accurate evidence of this. The combined
effect of financial literacy and its elements on entrepreneurial intent was
found to be of a sufficient size (Khuong & An, 2016)

In order to preserve economic development, especially in
developing nations like Pakistan, entrepreneurial intent is crucial when
starting new businesses. The major goal of the study was to determine
how entrepreneurial intention was impacted by financial learning and
its dimensions in order to understand their basic interrelationships.
According to previous research and experimental evidence from the
current study, it has been established that financial literacy can have
many advantages for a nation like Pakistan and that the establishment of
new businesses has a beneficial impact on entrepreneurial intention
(Abid et al, 2015). Instead of looking for jobs, youth will start their own
businesses. We find that financial literacy models have a favorable
impact on entrepreneurial intention in the context of Pakistan (Mubarka
et al, 2012).

However, no consensus has been reached to date on a single
approach to financial literacy that is acknowledged globally. It is
therefore debatable. The study's findings also help us understand how
societies might use financial literacy to increase the likelihood that new
businesses will succeed by encouraging young people to pursue
entrepreneurship (Bibi & et al, 2004). The next generation will stop
looking for jobs and start making them. We find that financial literacy
models have a favorable impact on entrepreneurial intent in Balochistan
(Mubarka et al, 2012).

Examining the factors that affect financial literacy in
Balochistan is the theoretical contribution of this study. Academicians
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can benefit from this study since it closes the financial literacy gap. The
results can also be used by governments, financial sector regulators, and
educators to design policies that will improve or develop financial
literacy among our youth. Analyzing and finding of this study will
streamline the way for further research on financial literacy. They can
become more knowledgeable about the elements that include financial
inclusion, educational abilities, and financial self-efficacy that can
influence students' financial literacy.

Recommendations

The people of Balochistan are lack financial literacy, the government
should launch and supporta variety of financial education initiatives so
that people may get both fundamental and advanced financial
understanding. They will be more equipped to make wise choices and
comprehend financial inclusions, their data, and their job as a result.
The requirement for financial literacy must be promoted through a
number of seminars and workshops. Balochistan needs better financial
literacy research because there hasn't been much done in this area.
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Abstract

Robert Browning is a famous name in English literature. His poetry is
embedded with themes which directly relate to human nature. This
research analyzes his poem “My Last Duchess” under Freudian
theoretical framework of psychoanalysis. The present paper uses content
analysis on the selected poetry under qualitative research design. This
research comes up with the findings that the concept of ego, id and
superego given by Freud are evident in the character of Duke which gives
rise to the feelings of envy. Thus, envy turns a healthy relationship
between the duke and his wife into annoyance. The unconscious envy
ultimately results in the murder of the duchess. Thus, Browning gives the
hidden message that envy destroys human life. The study concludes that
poetry is a reflection of life and specifically Browning as a poet is more
into human nature and its follies leading to destruction.

Keywords: Browning, envy, poetry, content analysis

Introduction

Bloom and Trilling (1973) stated that Robert Browning is a renowned poet
of the romantic age who writes in different styles and on diverse issues.
The Victorian and modernist try to decrease his fame in the 19t century
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but later he came up as a very famous and best poet in the mid-nineteenth
century (Hawlin 2001). This poem is published in 1842.it has 28 couplet
and iambic pentameter Robert Browning uses a different style of poem
dramatic monologue and his ‘'extraordinary gallery of the villain of evil"
very few authors know the reality of hideous human nature (Greenblatt
1251; Hawlin, 2001; Al Saqqgaf, 2010; Nafchi, 2004). Robert Browning
develops into a popular poet for his expedition of personal attitude he was
specifically absorbed in enhancing the form on that mind of people work
and also examines the complication of people emotion or impulses
(Greenblatt et al. 2006, 2054). Browning’s “My last duchess “mentions
that the speaker of the poem “Alfonso d’Este” the “fifth duke of Ferrara”
the duke in 25 age got married with “Lucrezia di cosmos de Medici" the
princess of "Tuscany" Lucrezia was uneducated. "Duke" comments about
his “Duchess” shows that he considered his wife lower in status than him
by saying “I gave him of nine hundred years old name” the duchess died
in 1561 when she was 21 years old queen (Adam, 2012).

““My last Duchess’’ is about countess of Ferrara wife of the fifth duke a
very egoistic duke of Renaissance Italian nobler and belong to the
sixteenth century. Ferrara duke is the narrator of the story of his own
countess to the messenger of another country duke with whose daughter
he supposed to marry .he had not happy married life and relationship he
had many doubt against her. Duke thinks that her every action is not for
him he finds her disloyal and careless .she was not interested with nobility
and prestige of duke. (Al Saqqaf) . The innocence of duchess is visible but
duke tries to hide it from the reader.This story depicts the egoistic jealous,
loving and powerful duke. Kennedy &Hair (2007, 89) said that my last
duchess has “the gradual ironical revelation of the character of the speaker
and the implication of another action in the past” poem’s title confesses
the jealousy and rude behavior of count of Ferrara with his wife .the action
reveal the involvement of Duke in duchess sudden death but he doesn’t
expose himself as a killer. (Kerry 2001)

Maiuro, Cahn, and Vitaliano (1986) suggested internal aggressive male
people have the problem that they have wishes of the social proper way
and they connected their problem with an expression involving enmity and
wrath. Duke is the speaker of the poem, who gave the chance of a visit to
the messenger of his bride in his fort he explains the painting of his
duchess, the count exposed himself as an arrogant and abnormal intolerant
partner considered his wife as a property. The model of marriage
relationship gives the idea, one companion reaction is aggressive, sadist,
blasphemy and degrades another companion who is silent, imperfect,
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submissive, trained both persons can act these rules. In both companions
the need of unconscious thought is present. Fridhandler (1986) claimed
that the emotions from the perspective of the organization of responses are
stressed. Bowker (1983) suggests that there is a male dominance in
marriage life like male keep their wives in the manner by force and
through psychological perspective; this leads a person towards unlawful
behavior. Lehto (2013) Browning’s destructive love is the representation
which practices the ferocity or even death. Different researchers did study
or research on the antagonist character of browning’s my last duchess to
the point of view of patriarchy because at that time men demolished the
right of women but my study focus on psychoanalysis of duke character
from the perspective of jealousy. The method which is used in this
research paper is qualitative because this research paper deals with words
and assembles the information to enrich the research. Qualitative method
is a useful tool to develop the thought and different outlook and critically
see the problem. The analysis of this research paper is content analysis by
continuous reading I assemble the textual confirmation from the poem and
different sources. Sigmund Freud psychoanalysis theory marked the base
of jealousy with the Oedipus or Electra complex. Sigmund Feud (1922)
claimed that children connect the sexual desires to different-sex parents
because they failed to love same sex .according to Freud mature
unconscious commemorate the emotion connected to the loss when they
received vibes and tells aggressive and normal jealousy .this claim of
Freud based on current psychoanalytical theory and gives the great
complex and sensitive of the emotion of jealousy. Freud claimed
conscious of a human being is reflect by events took place in their
childhood and structured it into stages including the relationship of the
child to his paternities and child desire of pleasure which he really wants.

Sigmund Freud also suggested that jealousy is not deliberate and
according to the real position or in our hand and it might be normal
because jealousy has not defense structure e.g. forgiveness of childhood
events. Sigmund Freud developed his theory throughout his lifespan
(Laplanche 1988). Individual who feel jealousy in their relationship not
successfully forget Oedipus complex? This type of people unconscious do
different thing and repeat the early pattern that happens in previously
which resembles their condition (Handy, Schwarzn and Brodsky, 1989;
Klein & Riviere, 1937). Harris & Darby (2010, 563; Markovic, 1930;
Georges, 1986) assert that the person who has jealousy within him has
adversity or ill luck the ataxia of person make unrealistic belief about
beloved unlovable or unfaithful act and dreamlike behavior with him. Due
to this reason the person has to grasp the power to control such a Spartan
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behavior. There is the practice of complex reaction for example indignity,
blame, self-importance awkwardness, distrust he called this emotion as a
complex emotion because these are the combination of uncomplicated
emotion (Louw, 1996, Ico, 1997, Ben, 2010, et. al).

Analysis

The Duke's antagonist was mentally flawed because he is insecure about
his wife, who also holds power. Robert Browning declared that the poem
is based on the attitude and reaction of a male ess who did not have
enough for his love. The author gives power to the duke, a man, and
diminishes the value of women by treating the duke as an aggressive man,
describing him as "as the storm is going and he is sitting in his cottage
without any heat." The absolute first line of "My last Duchess" the
fundamental person of Duke was a main bad guy and survey the
composition of noblewoman the count of Ferrara about the dead
noblewoman and around then uncover as a desirous spouse who was
unreliable to his significant other and need to save his Duchess as his
property. He contains the nature of control, desire and haughtiness less
examines than envy however apparent by his activity the anticipation of
death was clear in this line by "last".

“Looking as if she were alive I call.....

The curtain [ have drawn for you, but 1).”(2-10).

The Duke's only piece of art was the Duchess's portrait; he considered the
portrait of his countess to be a marvel created by a well-known artist of the
time. Fra Pandolf was only given one day by Duke to finish his work.
Duke's envious behavior toward his wife was not hidden from a well-
known artist. Jerman (1957, 491) argues that Duke gives the painting only
one day to finish.

"Duke" likewise applauded crafted by a craftsman that it was extremely
great yet his tone was exceptionally selfish .it was not extremely simple
for the courier of one more country to get some information about
"profundity and enthusiasm" in duchess face since he wouldn't even play
with the possibility of inquiring. (Markovi, 2000) Blackburn (1967, p. 58)
stated that the count was unstable and could not allow his wife's
independence. According to Joseph Nowinski (2001, 115), the man who is
regarded as the most successful man has internal insecurity, which leads to
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jealousy. The Duke also suffered from jealousy, which caused him to be
violent and evil toward his wife.

"Mentally" to legitimize the own character is human quality "Duke"
likewise have this capacity there were an unbelieving thing in duke
character that he stow away to show others.it might be his extraordinary
name, the connection of duke with his significant other turned out to be
longer since he has some friendly assumption and his contemplating the
affront which he gets from his "Duchess" crush his principled name and
power him to do some unacceptable step. His description of the portrait of
his duchess conveys a deeper understanding of the great attitude of
"Duke," and his expectations from his wife were higher than she could
reasonably expect.

That appearance in duchess face was apparent for everybody except as per
Duke; he was one who addresses the inquiry that what sort of demeanor is
this? Because people were afraid of like nature, no one had the authority to
inquire about the duchess's beauty or glamour. Only Duke was permitted
to view it or show it to anyone else because it was the private gallery and
no one broke the law there due to Duke's insecure and jealous attitude.
According to Nowinski (2001, 115), an unadorned insecure person
becomes very insecure and mean in a close relationship. He wanted to
conceal his duchess beauty, which became true because she was alive in
the painting.

The note of painter to draw up the shawl from lap and that was the reason
of blush in the presence of painter not in her husband presence “paint must
never hope to reproduce the faint that dies along her throat” it was not
clear intention of men towards woman but hardly duke took it faithfulness
and characterized it civility. This case in my opinion the factor of envy
declared by duchess involvement and opposes nature and by giving her
attention to others like branch of cherries given by someone jealous her
husband by showing politeness and nice behavior due to her ‘friendless
and spot of joy’’ for others not for her count Hauck (1981, 15) said “no
accidental coincidences in jealous person’s world. The discovery of
unintentional behavior of duchess with him and fear of rejection by her.
Hauck (1981, 27) stated that grudge person have a habit to feel fear when
their partner shows their innocence towards those ones as the result of this
their partner lay behind.

It was declared by duke the way of life of Duchess, his wife like all thing
and every individual and attract very easily to pretty things and good
behavior of other peoples and likeness of countess made duke trivial
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jealous he was not only jealous of people but also jealous of non-
individual object the gift of branch of cherry was more important than
another precious gift which was given by Duke. Gerrero, Spitzbergen
&Yoshmura (2004, 313) envy may be experienced together with jealousy
it is very difficult to distinguish in jealousy and envy. “Duke” in my last
duchess was like men who love his wife passionately. Even “Duke” way
of talking with the messenger of the other country was very courteous but
sometimes he disremembered the existence of visitor when he talks about
the memories of his “last Duchess” The jealous behavior of duke was like
a play of Shakespeare ‘‘Othello". He did not allow his wife to see other
people with the smile and thankful manner. Especially to men he was
maddened and blinded by jealous.by justifying himself for the murder of
his beautiful companion give the idea that he did it unconsciously because
he was blind due to jealousy. The words which he spoke gives the
message that he remembered “the depth and passion on her earnest
glance” and “the spot of joy on her cheeks” and his “favor at her breast”

In ““My last duchess” duke criticized the behavior of duchess that pleasant
attitude of duchess was not acceptable all things made her happy which he
didn’t like. According to the duke, it was very good and respectable that
thanked people duchess also thanked people who worked for her, but duke
gave her wife the name of nine years old and connected his wife with the
Nobel family and high prestige duke misinterpret the kindness or lovely
nature with disloyalty due to his insecurity and jealousy. Blackburn (1967,
58) suggested that count of Ferrara suffer from severe insecurity and don't
want the independence of his wife.

The fundamental component of desire was apparent in the portrayal of
duchess by Duke and furthermore gave proof that her grin was not really
for her better half and removed the consideration of the peruser from the
guiltlessness of duchess. The misrepresentation of the countess by count
was at its height because Duke wanted to remove the question about the
"spot of joy" in the painting of the duchess made by Fra Randolf Duke
quick reply the answer "t was not her husband presence only" that brought
smile to her face. Duke was not the true representative of the story, but he
gained the admiration of the reader from his perspective. Ride on white
donkey scene of quiet dusk "the presence of numerous superb things and
company of numerous men other than her better half" satisfied her.
According to Duke, he was unable to bear the mistakes made by his
duchess; he planned to kill her and she remained in his life only for the
purpose of painting a picture behind the curtain. As a result, it was
discovered that women lacking these characteristics may cause marital
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discord. Duchess neglected her life partner's demands, taking duke to the
same level as her husband. Mardish,Gaires, and Banzet (2003) said that
shaky accomplice in a relationship has an elevated degree of envy.
Browning uses the Duke's words to describe his deceased wife to reveal
the Duke's character. The crowd discovers that the Duke is savage,
envious, pleased, and pompous. He recommends that he has killed his
better half since she was not adequately thankful to him for wedding her”.
It is presumed that duke needed to control the every single demonstration
of Duchess and it was not in his grasp on the grounds that as per Sigmund
"grown-up conduct is impacted by adolescence occasions". The
component of desire is apparent in duke character which makes him shaky
and in some condition unusual on the grounds that occasionally he does
things automatically and It likewise presumed that the dark and abhorrent
side of human instinct noticeable to upgrade the psychoanalytical state of
duke character the disagreeableness of man is the aftereffect of irrational
perspective which is prevailed by doubt and need for control. Robert
searing uncovered the negative and basic way of behaving and malicious
method of man's inclination so the purpose for the killing of duchess was
duke desire.
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Abstract

The present study used CDA and PDA approaches with reference to

Van Dijk’s Socio- Cognitive Model (2005) and studied Imran Khan's
speech. The study explored discursive devices and the tools of
positive self-representation and negative- other representation
through which he tried to justify his ideology and convinced his
audience. This study hypothesizes that the political discourse is a

tool which is used by the politicians to manipulate the community.

This study also approves its set objectives.
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Introduction

Political speeches contain actions and ideas. They are studied and
analyzed by understanding the relationship between discourse and its
functions. The view point, judgments and the feelings of politicians comes
in front of us when they use discourse. A speaker or writer manipulates
language and conveys his or her opinion or belief indirectly to the
audience (Hunston &Thompson, 1999). It always needs to be explained
and clarified. This manipulation of language goes beyond and is used for
the management of the listeners or readers. This manipulation is known a
language manipulation (Rudyk, 2007). In this communicative and
interactional practice a manipulator attempts to manage others and it
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sometimes goes against the interest and will of the people (Van Dijk,
2006). Politicians set their goals in the light of their interests and use
linguistic devices extensively to influence the communities and persuade
them to achieve these goals. The study of these discursive devices helps us
understand and interpret the intensions and thoughts of the politicians
which they hide behind their speech.

Objectives of the Study

1. To interpret Imran Khan*s political ideology using discursive devices
of Van Dijk“s Socio-Cognitive Model

2. To investigate Imran Khan®s use of self-representation and negative-
other representation for his self-political projection

Research Questions of the Study

1. How do discursive devices of Van Dijk™s Socio-Cognitive Model help
in interpreting Imran Khans political ideology?

2. How does Imran Khan use self-representation and negative-other
representation for his self-political projection?

Literature Review
Discourse

Discourse has become a widely used term in the disciplines of linguistics,
sociology, philosophy, political science and many other fields of study.
Tistcher, Meyer, Wodak, and Vetter (2000) stated that “discourse is a
broad term with different definitions, which integrates a whole palette of
meanings” (42). According to Leech (1983) it is linguistic communication
between a speaker or writer and a listener or reader. It is the successful
comprehension of a body of message whether in a text or utterance by a
language user. In other words it is the understanding of a language user of
a text or utterance. In this phenomenon a speaker or writer communicates
more than he or she says. In same vein a listener or reader understands
more than it has been said or written.

It is a fact “people do not always speak or write in complete sentences, yet
they still succeed in communicating” (Cook, 1989). Another important
feature of discourse is that it can also be a text or utterance that contains
phrases sentences that may not be grammatically correct. It implies that
grammar is an important feature of texts and utterance, but they are not
just enough to provide meanings. A discourse can be a well-constructed
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and as well as an incoherent text. Interestingly, there are social or
psychological rules too which operate in texts and utterances and they
clearly are beyond the study of linguistics or grammar, yet function in
making a sense of the texts and utterances for the language users.

Discourse Analysis

Discourse analysis is a field that examines texts or utterances used in a
context. It “examines how stretches of language, considered in their full
textual, social, and psychological context, becomes meaningful and
unified for their users,” (Candlin and Widdowson, cited in Discourse by
Cook, 1989). It is the analysis of such communication or discourse which
may have grammatically correct and coherent sentences or they may not
be grammatically correct and coherent. This implies that a text or
utterance is not rejected if it observes some violation of the conventions of
the rules of grammar. There are two tools which discourse manipulates to
analyze any text or utterance: formal and contextual links. The former are
the cohesive devices and the later are contextual links. They are present in
text and the context of the language used respectively. Discourse analysis
manipulates different methodologies and theoretical ways, for example,
linguistics, psychology, anthropology and sociology, to interpret texts or
utterances. It does its function of interpretation of a language body
keeping in view the culture it belongs to (Halliday, 1978, p. 142).

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)

CDA refers to the decoding and making sense of the beliefs that are
conveyed in the texts or oral utterances by writers or speakers (Van Dijk,
1995). There are five different approaches to Critical Discourse Analysis:
Textual Approach, Historical Approach, Social Approach, Cognitive
Approach and Socio- cognitive Approach. In Textual Approach to CDA
there is a thorough reading of the texts and consequently posing questions
about them in order to conduct discourse analysis of these texts. Historical
Approach to CDA is another approach to CDA which was introduced by
Ruth Wodak. It exploits all the available background knowledge for a text
or utterance to analyze them. Another approach to CDA is the theory of
Social Approach by Norman Fairclough which believes that the texts
should be analysed in terms of socio-cultural aspects in which they are
produced. The next theory of discourse analysis is the Cognitive Approach
which declares that when discourse takes place, something starts in the
minds of language users. The last and final approach to CDA is Van
Dijk*s theory of Socio-cognitive theory. It asserts that text and society is
mediated by cognition (mental process).
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Political Discourse Analysis (PDA)

Political discourse is a prominent area which is included in discourse
analysis. It studies and examines discourses that take place in the political
domains (Johnson and Johnson, 2000). In political discourse analysis the
political discursive actions are taken into consideration in order to reveal
the hidden ideologies and the set agendas of the political leaders. Political
discourse on the one hand indicates the politicians™ discourse and on the
other hand denotes tells us about other stakeholders who are partners in
the discursive political actions (Van Dijk, 1993; 1995; 1998c and 2006).

Power

Power is someone®s measurement of an environment in which he or she
uses it to manage the behaviours and manners of others in that
environment. The focal point for CDA and PDA is the analysis of power.
Indeed CDA is concerned with the analysis of power abuse in forms of
domination and social inequality (Van Dijk, 2005). “With respect to CDA,
power is a systemic, distinctive, non-static and transformative feature of
interaction which is both legitimized and involved in every interaction”
(Weiss & Wodak, 2003, p.13).

Ideology

The set of beliefs which are common in a society and shared by social
groups is known as ideology (Fairclough and Wodak, 1997, p. 275; Hodge
and Kress, 1993, p. 6).

Methodology
Van Dijk’s Socio-Cognitive Approach

This study used Van Dijk’s Socio-Cognitive model to analyze Imran
Khan’s speech. At micro level it has focused a) the linguistic features of
the speech, for example, words, phrases and syntax (sentences), semantics
(shared meanings), and schematic structures; b) social features, for
example, democracy and dictatorship; c) political structures, for example,
political parties; d) group relation, for example, discrimination, corruption,
accountability of the corrupt leaders; group structures, for example, goals,
position. On the other hand, at the macro level it has focused on the
elements of power, inequality and dominance which different social
groups exercise. Van Dijk (2005) has introduced four maxims focusing
Self and Others representation. They are: a) An emphasis on our positive
actions (exaggeration of selfs good things); b) An emphasis on their
negative actions (exaggeration of other"s bad things); c) A de-emphasis on
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our negative actions (mitigation of self”s bad things); d) A de- emphasis
on their positive actions (mitigation of other*s good things) (Van Dijk,
2005).

Table 2.1 Source-Van Dijk, p. 735-736

Discursive Devices Meaning No. Discursive Devices Meaning
No.
01 Social Actors meaning 02  authority argumentation
03  burden topos 04  categorization meaning
05  comparison meaning, 06  consensus political
argumentation strategy
07  counterfactuals meaning, 08  disclaimers meaning
argumentation
09  euphemism rhetoric, 10 evidentiality meaning,
meaning argumentation
11 example or argumentation 12 generalization meaning,
illustration argumentation
13 hyperbole rhetoric 14 implication meaning
15  irony meaning 16  lexicalization style
17  metaphor meaning, 18  national self- meaning
rhetoric glorification
19  norm expression normalization 20  number game rhetoric,
argumentation
21  polarization: meaning 22 populism political
Us-Them strategy
Categorization
23 presupposition meaning 24 vagueness meaning
25  victimization meaning
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Micro-level Analysis and Findings

The following table presents the analysis of the discursive devices for
Imran Khan*s speech.

Table 2 Frequency and Percentage of the Discursive Devices Used in the
Speech
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Discursive Devices Frequency %age
Social Actors 18 8.27%
Authority 10 4.59%
Burden 15 6.88%
Categorization 09 4.13%
Comparison 05 2.29%
Consensus 09 4.13%
Counterfactuals 09 4.13%
Disclaimers 12 5.50%
Euphemism 04 1.83%
Evidentiality 13 5.97%
lllustration 10 4.59%
Generalization 09 4.13%
Hyperbole 06 2.75%
Implication 08 3.67%
Irony 00 0.00%
Lexicalization 36 16.51%
Metaphor 00 0.00%
National Self-glorification 08 3.67%
Norm Expression 11 5.04%
Number Game 07 3.21%
Polarization 04 1.83%
Populism 05 2.29%
Presupposition 03 1.37%
Vagueness 04 1.83%
Victimization 03 1.37%
Total 218
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Table 1 indicates that Imran used 218 discursive devices in which there
were 36 lexicalization (16.51%) followed by social actors 18 times
(8.27%), burden 15 times (6.88%), evidentially 13 times
(5.97%),disclaimer 12 times (5.50%), norm expression 11 times (5.04%),
authority 10  times  (4.59%), illustration also 10 times
(4.59%),categorization 09 times (4.13%), consensus

09times (4.13%), counterfactuals 09 times (4.13%), generalization
09 times (4.13%), implication 08 times (3.67%), National Self-
glorification also 08 times (3.67%), number game 07 times (3.21%),
comparison 5 times (2.29%), populism 5 times (2.29%), Euphemism 04
times (1.83%), polarization 04 times (1.83%), vagueness 04 times
(1.83%), victimization 03 times (1.37%), presupposition 03 times (1.37%).

Discussion and Conclusion
Social Actors

According to Van Dijk (2005) social actors “introduces detailed and
complete information of an entity such as place, person, thing and the
manner this entity plays its role in a social or political context, etc., either
positively or negatively” (p. 736). The detail given above indicates that
politicians use social actors to describe information of a person, place or
thing and reveal some information about them. For example, “this
election is a historic.... (Imran, 2018). In this statement Imran declared
that people of Pakistan have given a great sacrifice in the elections.
Further Imran (2018) declared “that is my inspiration.....

Authority

It is the expertise which the discourse makers possess in a topic. They use
it to trace the feelings of the audience and persuade them (Van Dijk,
2005). Imran (2018) asserts “Briefly, I want to describe.......

Burden

The loss whether of human or of monetary of a nation or a small group
through which a social actor touches the emotions of the audience to gain
their sympathy or attention for his or her political gains is known as
Burdon (Van Dijk, 2005). Imran Khan (2018) stated that “In the run-up to
the elections.....,
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Lexicalization

The use of semantic features (words) to describe an entity whether
positively or negatively is termed as lexicalization (Rashidi and
Souzandehfar, 2010). Imran used a number of lexical terms to describe
things. for example, “politics”, “sacrificed”, “terrorism”, “scenes”,
“disabled”, “praise”, “mandate”, “humanity” etc. The frequency and the
percentage of the discursive devices given in table 2 which were used by
Imran Khan indicate the way he persuades his audience and want them to

believe in his ideology.
The Macro-level Analysis of Imran Khan’s Speech

The analysis of Imran Khan“s speech indicates that he massively uses the
positive self-portraying tools in his speeches. He both appreciates and
criticizes people. For example in the following statement he praised
people by saying “There was terrorism....

Similarly in the following statement Imran Khan (2018) has criticized
other politicians, “All rulers who have come..... In his speech he has
done both the positive self- representation and negative others-
representation.

Conclusion

This research study shows that all the political ideologies used in this
study exist in the domain of Van Dijk“s socio-cognitive model (2005).
Further the features of the speech (linguistic and contextual) have served
the purpose of “positive self- representation” and ‘“negative-other
representation”. At the same time the discursive devices used in the speech
have influenced and governed the audiences minds by maintaining the
power and inequality.

36



References
Cook, G. (1989). Discourse. Oxford University Press.

Johnson, D. W., & Johnson, R. T. (2000). —Civil Political Discourse in a
Democracy: The Contribution of Psychology. Peace and Conflict:
Journal of Peace Psychology, 6(4), Pp. 291-317. Retrieved from:
https://doi.org/10.1207/S15327949PAC0604_01

Fairclough, N. & Wodak. R. (1997). Critical Discourse Analysis. In van
Dijk, T. A. (Ed.), Discourse as social interaction: A
Multidisciplinary Introduction. London: Sage Publications Ltd,Pp.
258-284.

Halliday, M. A. K. (1978). Language as a Social Semiotic: The Social
Interpretation of Language and Meaning. University Park Press.

Hunston, s. & Thompson,G. (1999). Evaluation in Text: Authorial Stance
and the Construction of Discourse. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Leech, G. ( 1983). Principles of Pragmatics. London: Longman.

Rudyk, I. (2007). —Power Relations in President Bush,,s State of the
Union Speechl. The International Journal of Language Society and
Culture, 23, Pp.68-76.

Titscher, S.; Meyer, M.; Wodak, R.; & Vetter, E. (2000). Methods of Text
and Discourse Analysis. London: Sage.

Van Dijk, T. A. (1993). Principles of Critical Discourse Analysisl.
Discourse & Society, 4(2). Pp. 249-283.

Van Dijk, T. A. (1995). Discourse Analysis as Ideology Analysis. In
Christiina Schaffner and Anita L. Wenden (Eds.), Language and
Peace. Dartmouth: Aldershot, 249-283.

Van Dijk, T. (1998c). What is Political Discourse Analysis? In J.
Blommaert & C. Bbulcae (Eds.), Discourse and society. Pp.11-52

Van Dijk, T. A. (2006). Ideology and discourse analysis. Journal of
political ideologies, 11(2), 115-140.

Weiss, G., & Wodak, R. (2003). Introduction. In G. Weiss & R. Wodak
(Eds.) Critical Discourse Analysis: Theory and Interdisciplinarity.
Houndmills: Palgrave Macmillan, Pp.352-371.

37


https://doi.org/10.1207/S15327949PAC0604_01

Bilingual/Bi-annual Pakistan Studies English / Urdu Research Journal VOI.No.19, Issue No. 01

January--June, 2024
Examining China-US Rivalry and Implications for Pakistan
By
' Abdul Qayum, “Sher Ali, *Mumtaz Ali Baloch

Abstract

The rise of China is considered one of the crucial events of the twenty-first
century. Over the past two decades, China has made substantial progress
in the economic, political, technological, and military fields, making it a
potential country to overtake the existing world power the United States.
China's swift rise marks the end of an age in which the US retained
unbeatable influence in global politics. Also, it is indicative of the
beginning of an era in which the unipolar world may be replaced with
multipolarity. The US is cautious of emerging developments in
international politics and closely monitors the rise of China and its
perceived challenges to US hegemony. Over the past two decades, the US
has increased its efforts to limit China's influence and retain the existing
power structure. Pakistan, which has historically remained a key US
partner and close friend of China for the last seven decades, is facing
challenges due to growing China-US strategic competition. This article
aims to examine the implications of China-US strategic competition for
Pakistan and provides recommendations for Pakistan to promote its
national interests and balance ties with the US and China.
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The current international order, which is largely shaped by the United
States, is witnessing transformation and the beginning of a new period.
After the breakdown of the USSR and the end of the Cold War in 1990,
the US became the sole global hegemon. After the USSR's collapse, the
US started constructing the new world order, which lasted until the rise of
China and the resurrection of Russia. Though the US rules-based order
still exists, in the meantime, the global distribution of power is witnessing
unavoidable shifts as China continues to expand its influence and Russia
creates challenges to the US. (Rourke, 2018)

The strategic competition between China and the US is playing out on an
increasingly international scale, with their rivalry extending into political,
economic, and technological arenas. Besides, the strategic rivalry between
the two powers encompasses several world regions. The struggle for
power and influence is now more evident in Asia, a region that has always
been a battleground for great power competition. Asia is home to two
major initiatives: the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) by China and the Free
and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP) by the US. China's BRI initiatives are
comprised of infrastructure projects, which are at the heart of Xi Jinping's
vision of a more muscular China that is increasingly conscious of its
power and seeking to elevate its status on the global stage. FOIP, on the
other hand, was initially introduced by Japan and subsequently advocated
by the US during Trump's period. Under the auspices of these two
competing strategies, regional countries are learning to navigate the
intensifying great power competition between China and the US. Hence,
most of the regional countries are finding effective ways to balance
Washington and Beijing. (Khan, 2022)

The China-US rivalry is affecting every region. However, Asia has
become the center of their great power competition in recent years. The
region has been the main focus of US foreign policy and grand strategy
goals. The US has been making efforts to promote its objectives in the
region. It has tried to strengthen security pacts with states of the same
mind in the region. (Murphy, 2017) The formation of AUKUS, which is a
security pact between Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United
States, and the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD), the India-US
strategic partnership, are also aimed at limiting China in the region and
keeping in check China's expanding power (Martynova, 2023).

The evolving geopolitics, especially the escalating rivalry between the US
and China, seems to be a new Cold War. If this competition continues to
intensify in the future, there are growing concerns that it will result in the
division of the world into two camps sooner or later. This situation might

39



be a dilemma for small and middle powers. The region of South Asia
cannot be overstated, as it has always been an area of interest for the major
powers. The region is home to India, which is a key US ally and a net-
security provider for the US in the region. Pakistan, which historically
maintained political and military bonds with China and was a key US
strategic ally in the past, The US-China competition, is creating challenges
for Pakistan in the region. Over the past two decades, the US has
cemented its ties with India, Pakistan's arch rival, helping to improve its
military capabilities and making it a potential country to counterweight
China and promote US interests in the region. The Indo-US strategic
partnership, their civil nuclear deal, and the US and India’s opposition to
BRI and CPEC are evident challenges Pakistan is facing. In this context,
the evolving dynamics of China-US relations might place Pakistan in a
difficult position to balance ties with both powers and promote its national
interests. This research is an attempt to investigate the challenges
springing from the China-US rivalry for South Asia and Pakistan.

China’s Rise and the Return of Great Power Competition

The end of the Cold War in the early 1990s also brought an end to the
bipolar international system. With the disintegration of the Soviet Union
the bipolar system transformed into a unipolar system dominated by the
United States. This was the beginning of the new world order established
by the US, which lasted for almost three decades. Although the US-
dominated international power structure still exists, the swift rise of China
has threatened long-held US supremacy, and great power competition has
returned to the global stage. (Liu, 2023)

The unprecedented rise of China and the resurgence of Russia have
endangered the status quo with the world witnessing a new era of great
power rivalry (Goddard, 2022). In a bid to promote their interests and
expand their sphere of influence and their own version of the international
order, the two powers are pursuing their foreign policy goals. China has
been recognized by the US as a strategic competitor. For the last three
decades, China's substantial economic development has enabled the
country to modernize its military capabilities and expand its economic
activities. China has extensively expanded its trade and commercial
linkages in the region and beyond, providing financial support for the
development of infrastructure. China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
launched in 2013, is a huge collection of development and investment
initiatives covering most regions of the world, with projects in Southeast
Asia, Central Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Latin America. Besides,
China is seeking to enhance its influence in global organizations, which
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also includes the formation of its own institutions (Center for Strategic &
International Studies, 2022).

The US, on the other hand, perceives China's increasing influence as a
direct threat to its hegemony in the world. The US leadership status is
rapidly declining with China's economic, diplomatic, and military
expansion in the region. Hence, it is engaged in strategic efforts to
counterbalance China through diplomatic, economic, and military
initiatives and shape the environment (The New York Times, 2022). The
US perceives China as a strategic competitor and an existential threat to its
national interests (Yu, 2019).

US China Trade War

The most important event of the year 2018 is considered to be the trade
war between China and the US. Due to China's expanding influence in the
global economy and the geopolitical impacts of its role in the global
economy, the US labelled the PRC as a strategic competitor and initiated a
trade war against the PRC. (Yu, 2019) On March 18, 2018, the US Trump
administration accused China of pursuing trade policies that were against
US interests. Later, the US administration announced it would impose
tariffs of about $360 billion on Chinese goods, thus initiating the trade war
between the two powers. (CNBC News, 2019) The trade war was not
driven only by economic realities; it was also driven by great power
rivalry and geopolitical competition.

CPEC & BRI

The US perceives China’s BRI initiative as a threat to its interests in the
region and beyond. It openly opposes the BRI and accuses China of
engaging in "so-called ‘debt diplomacy". The US policymakers largely
regard BRI as a move that signals China's ambitions to expand its
influence and change the status quo in the region (Besson & Crawford,
2023) Furthermore, The US perceives the BRI as an extension of China's
rising power (Council of Foreign Relations, 2023).

South China Sea

South China has been the trouble spot of China-US competition. China's
claims over the South China Sea are perceived by the US as a threat to its
interests. In response to China's increasing military activities, the US has
also advanced its military activity and naval presence. China has an
extensive claim in the region, which is reported to have huge reservoirs of
oil and gas. Additionally, it is an important maritime passage through
which a major portion of the world's trade passes. China represents these
claims with a "nine-dash line" on maps. The PRC claims areas that are
also claimed in part by Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Vietnam,
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and entirely by Taiwan. In May 2018, the United States barred China from
participating in the 2018 edition of the US-hosted RIMPAC maritime
exercise due to the PRC's continuous militarization of the locations,
keeping the dispute between the two countries alive (Starting, 2022).
Taiwan Issue

Taiwan has been the flash point of China-US rivalry. It is another factor in
strained US-China relations. Taiwan is regarded by China as its province,
and we believe that sooner or later it will ultimately become its part. The
US, on the other hand, supports Taiwan's independence status and has
always tried to extend diplomatic support to Taiwan and show
commitment to the island, sparking concerns in China and affecting
relations between the two powers. China regards Taiwan as an internal
matter, while the US has continued to extend support for Taiwan's
independence. (Liptak et al., 2022) Though officially the US sticks to the
One China’ policy and has established a formal relationship with Beijing
rather than Taipei, it has made commitments with Taiwan to provide
military support in the event of a military attack by China. China
condemns the US support for Taiwan and has hinted at responding with a
staunch response. (BBC, 2022)

US Asia Policy and National Interests

The United States, during the Obama administration, launched the policy
of pivoting to Asia due to the increasing importance of the region in
economic, military, and political domains. The Obama administration’s
initiative, of Pivot of Asia, aimed at achieving US political, economic, and
military goals. Policymakers in the US perceived China's increasing
advancement in global politics as a threat to the US's influence in the
region and beyond. The US policy initiative was an attempt to maintain
alliances, partnerships with likeminded nations, regional organizations,
and a military presence. (Fourough, 2022)

The region of Asia-Pacific is one of the most significant centers of
geopolitics in the world due to its increasing role in global politics and
great power competition. The region holds great importance in terms of
economic, political, and security characteristics. Hence, the reorientation
of the US towards Asia and the Asia Pacific is due to China's growing
economic, diplomatic, and military expansion in the region. In order to
achieve its foreign policy goals, the US sought to deepen relations with
regional countries and strengthen alliances with like-minded states to
promote its national interests in the region. The US made efforts to bolster
the Asia-Pacific’'s multilateral institutions to promote collaboration
amongst the regional countries. In addition to this, the US has been trying
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to expand its military presence in the region. Analysts firmly believe that
the US policy of Pivot to Asia was launched to limit China's increasing
influence in the region. (Yeo, 2022)

Impacts on South Asia

South Asia is an important region for US national interests due to its
regional interconnectivity. Due to its regional connections, South Asia is
crucial to US goals in Asia. For ages, there have been cultural exchanges
between China and the subcontinent. In the past, merchants and traders
from South Asia would travel by sea to East Asia. In a similar spirit,
Chinese naval missions traveled as far as the Arabian Peninsula and the
coast of Africa. The historical East and South Asian civilizations have left
undeniable impressions on the Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean regions, as
can be seen by taking a closer look at them. (Heiduk, 2022)

The US policy of focusing on East Asia may have an impact on the South
Asian regional security environment, with Afghanistan and Pakistan
bearing the consequences. The advent of new wars between the United
States and its adversaries, Russia and China, could convert South Asia into
a venue for major powers to pursue geostrategic aims. Pakistan has a
critical geostrategic location. It has positive relations with the P-5 and
regional powers such as Saudi Arabia, Iran, Turkey, and Qatar.

The US-China rivalry is not only creating opportunities and challenges
within Pakistan, but it also affects Pakistan's relationships with other
important regional nations. The deepening ties between the US and India
are complicating an already volatile regional security landscape. The
India-US strategic partnership is intensifying Pakistan-India and India-
China rivalries. The abrogation of Article 370 of the Indian Constitution
and changing the status of Kashmir and Ladakh's autonomous regions by
the Indian government in 2019 has heightened tensions between China and
India and Pakistan and India. (Tom, 2020) The recent border clash
between Indian and Chinese forces in the region of eastern Ladakh and the
aggressive Indian military posture toward Pakistan are evident examples.

The US Indo-Pacific strategy, which primarily aims to expand maritime
cooperation, strengthen security alliances with likeminded nations, and
assist India in becoming a potential country against China's expanding
influence in the region, can have serious impacts for Pakistan. Even
though it is unlikely that there will be a dramatic shift, remarks made
during the October 2+2 Dialogue between the United States and India
about American plans to share geospatial intelligence and sophisticated
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missile technology with India have scared Pakistan. (Adnan, 2020) The
Foreign Office of Pakistan has explicitly raised concerns over India-US
defense cooperation (Dawn, 2020).

Although in the presence of the three nuclear-armed nations—China,
India, and Pakistan—deterrent stability has so far been effectively
maintained despite the fact that the region has witnessed small, sporadic
events along with the contested borders between China and India and
Pakistan and India. Deterrence and stability have so far worked to prevent
the three nuclear-armed countries from causing conflicts. However, the
region's changing dynamics can undermine deterrence stability and
increase the risk of conflicts. In South Asia, the nuclear arms race is
affected by the strategic chain, which means Pakistan responds to any
move from India to maintain strategic balance, India responds to China,
and China responds to both India and the US to satisfy its threat
perception.

The US military's cooperation with India can also undermine strategic
balance in the region and increase nuclear risks. Additionally, an
increasing nuclear arms race in the region can put regional as well as
global peace at high risk. (Kakar, 2022) The increasing mistrust between
China and the US can also undermine cooperating as a peacemaker if there
is another confrontation between Pakistan and India. The growth of China
has raised the relevance of India for the US in advancing defense
cooperation. India has become a recipient of US military hardware and
economic investment. However, the United States is not India's exclusive
provider of defense equipment. Furthermore, India would be unable to
strongly pursue the US agenda since it cannot ignore China's veto power
and would require both US and Chinese backing to gain UNSC
membership. The Chinese were concerned about the Nuclear Suppliers
Group (NSG) waiver granted to India by the US. Given its broader
geopolitical ambitions, India is likely to want to maintain a balanced
approach in dealing with these two great nations. (Ullah, 2021)

The Indian government, led by Narendra Modi, has maintained its tough
stance toward Pakistan while also attempting to repair diplomatic ties.
This deterioration in bilateral relations has harmed the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), the region's regional
organization. Pakistan is attempting to balance its power with India's
military power. 51 In reaction to US and Indian moves, China may
provide economic and military assistance to Pakistan. As a result, South
Asia's two nuclear powers would be influenced by two separate global
powers, potentially jeopardizing the region's stability.
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Implications for Pakistan

Soon after its creation in 1947, the newly established state of Pakistan
coincided with the start of the Cold War between the United States and the
Soviet Union. During the early period, Pakistan became a US ally by
entering into agreements and joining the US-led security alliances, the
South East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) and the Central Treaty
Organization (CENTO), which were aimed at containing the Soviet
Union. (Nazim et al., 2022) Meanwhile, Pakistan was one of the first
countries to recognize the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and establish
diplomatic ties that evolved into strong bonds and an all-weather
friendship later in the decades. During the Soviet Union's invasion of
Afghanistan in the 1980s, Pakistan played a central role in US efforts to
contain the USSR and its fight against the USSR. With Pakistan's central
role in the fight against the USSR, the USSR eventually collapsed in 1990,
and that also brought an end to bipolarity and the beginning of the
unipolar world, where the new world order emerged (Anwar et al., 2022).

This intensifying rivalry has brought Pakistan to a crossroads, wherein, on
one side, it has a historic and ever-growing partnership with China, a
rising power, and on the other side, the US, an incumbent superpower.
With the emerging multipolar world transcending from geopolitics to geo-
economics and developing rivalries between global powers, Pakistan
ought to be on the right side of history. As a developing country, Pakistan
quenches for diplomatic and economic relations with the US and China,
whereby choosing sides may place her in a precarious situation in times to
come.

The contemporary phase of Pakistan-US ties is characterized by mistrust.
After ending its twenty-year war in Afghanistan, the US-Pakistan
relationship has witnessed downward trends. On the other hand, China has
continued to support Pakistan diplomatically, economically, and militarily.
It has been a top supplier of arms to Pakistan. Diplomatically, it has
persistently provided diplomatic support to Pakistan. Recently, it
boycotted the India-hosted G-20 summit in the disputed valley of
Kashmir, which is a great diplomatic victory for Pakistan. Economically,
China has persistently extended its support to Pakistan in these trying
times. Presently, China is Pakistan's largest trade partner. With the launch
of CPEC, the bilateral relationship between the two countries has been
further cemented. Furthermore, Pakistan depends on China for extending
support against its arch-rival India and advocating Pakistan's ‘stance on
Kashmir by internationalizing the Kashmir issue and providing support at
global forum
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The US has heavily invested in India making it the top strategic partner
and key ally in the region to contain China while Pakistan has come closer
to China. The pace at which the Sino-US rivalry is escalating, it has
triggered an exceptionally perilous situation for Pakistan. The India-US
strategic partnership has direct security implications for Pakistan. Over the
past two decades, the US has tried to boost the India military capabilities
and make it a potential country to promote the US national interests in the
region. The signing of the US-India civil-nuclear deal in 2005, the nuclear
supplier group (NSG) waiver to India in 2008, and the provision of
advanced military equipment to India by the US, and the inclusion of India
in the US-led security pact—the Quadrilateral Security Alliance (QUAD)
are important developments taken place in India-US relations over the past
two decades. (Kakar, 2022)

The mounting tensions between the US and China are complicating
Pakistan's efforts to balance ties with both powers. The evolving situation
is pushing Pakistan toward a difficult position of choosing between
enhanced economic and security cooperation with China and collaborating
with the US on these issues and the international community at the border
level. Furthermore, the strained Sino-US ties and their increased strategic
competition threaten the regional stability of South Asia. It is increasing
the risks of conflicts across the contested borders, fueling an arms race in
the region, and undermining efforts to resolve the long-standing territorial
disputes in the region and bring durable peace.

Way Forward

Even though Pakistan enjoys trustworthy ties with China, its dependence
on the US cannot be ignored. Pakistan is still largely reliant on US military
hardware and the US export market. Hence, more robust economic ties
with the US that are based on mutual respect and benefits are crucial for
Pakistan to broaden its policy options and promote its national interests. In
the absence of political will and interest within Washington to expand
bilateral relationships with Islamabad, the onus will rest on the
policymakers in Pakistan to identify feasible options for expanding
bilateral relations with the US (Syed, 2022).

The Pakistani government hopes that the world will not see another Cold
War-like situation where Pakistan has to choose sides. Therefore, it is
recommended that Pakistan play its part in bridging the gap between the
US and China through a fresh foreign policy while keeping China on
board. Moreover, Pakistan should play its part in convincing the US to
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become a member of the SCO for regional development and its fight
against terrorism.

Pakistan’s recent policy statement by ex-Prime Minister Imran Khan made
it clear that Pakistan will not repeat the mistake of formally or informally
becoming a party to any alliance. Indeed, it was a bold statement and a
reminder of the ire the country had once invited from the erstwhile Soviet
Union by picking sides in the superpower rivalry. Moreover, Pakistan’s
foreign policy goals are mainly focused on the critically evolving situation
in South Asia. (Syed, 2020)

Conclusion

The rise of China is considered one of the defining events of the twenty-
first century. Over the past two decades, China has made noteworthy
advancements in the economic, political, technological, and military
fields, making it a potential country to overtake the existing world
power—the United States. China's instantaneous rise is asserting the end
of a period in which the US retained invincible influence in global politics.
It also signifies the commencement of an era in which the unipolar world
may be replaced with multipolarity. The US is cautious of the emerging
developments in international politics and closely monitors the rise of
China and its perceived challenges to US hegemony. The US has
augmented its efforts to limit China's influence and retain the current
power structure. The United States' capability to maintain global
dominance is now seriously threatened. China's progress over the last four
decades has been incredible, from poverty and general backwardness to
becoming the world's second-largest economy, with the potential to
overtake the United States in the future. The mounting strategic
competition between China and the US has once again made Asia the
theater of geopolitics. In recent years, the US has been the main focus of
US foreign policy goals. To contain China in the region, the US has
adopted a series of defense, economic, and diplomatic initiatives. Security
alliances and magnifying rivalries have been dominant features of Asian
politics in recent years. Pakistan, which has historically remained a key
US partner and close friend of China for the last seven decades, is facing
challenges due to growing China-US strategic competition. US policies in
the region are threatening Pakistan's interests and creating security
challenges for Pakistan. The US support for India is affecting regional
stability and augmenting the China-Pakistan-India rivalries.
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Abstract

Over the past few decades, there have been an increasing number of
disasters on a global scale. Drought is one of the major natural disasters
that poses a threat to people’s livelihoods and socio-economic progress of
their communities. Balochistan is one of the arid regions that usually
suffer from severe droughts. The livelihoods of the inhabitants in Awaran
are heavily reliant on agriculture and livestock, making it one of the
worst-affected regions. The objectives of this study were to determine how
the drought in Awaran district has affected local livelihoods and what
coping strategies are used by the local people to cope with drought. This
study is the result of a sample of 200 respondents in Awaran District of
Balochistan. The respondents were interviewed through questionnaire.
Results shows that religious beliefs related to weather hold a notable level
of importance in Awaran District. The data shows that a significant
majority of respondents in Awaran District have been affected by drought
at some point in their lives. Drought has affected their incomes through
reduced crop production, decreased livestock production, water shortages
and to some extent migration of the people to other areas. The local
people have adopted some strategies for mitigation the impacts of drought
including planting crops that need less water, saving water in pots, selling
of livestock, selling of assets and consuming less water. The government
and NGOs have provided some relief measures to the local people but the
people still fell that there needs more relief works by these organizations.
To mitigate the impacts of drought, the government and NGOs should help
the local people to enhance resilience of the communities through
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enhancing their adaptive capacity. More small dams should be
constructed to cope with drought conditions.

Keywords: Drought; Mitigation measures; Adaptation strategies; Awaran
district; Balochistan

Introduction

More individuals are harmed by drought than any other natural hazard,
making it the most complicated but least comprehended of all hazards
(Hagman et al., 1984). It was described as natural disaster and it is an
important characteristic of climate which occurs in all climatic regions.
Different climatic change-related phenomena such as drought, have been
causing chaos and catastrophe for mankind (Pomee et al., 2005). The
severity, duration, and territory affected by each drought occurrence make
them distinct from one another (Wilhite et al., 2016). Over the past few
decades, there have been an increasing number of disasters on a global
scale. The projections relating to global climate change will cause this
trend to become more pronounced. Drought is one of the major natural
disasters that poses a threat to people’s livelihoods and socio-economic
progress of their communities (Rehman & Alamgir, 2018). Although the
concepts of droughts and heat waves are sometimes misunderstood, the
two are distinct occurrences, while heat waves could continue for a week,
a drought could last for months or even years (Chang et al., 1987).

In Pakistan’s lower southern region, the climate is dry to extremely
dry (Rahman, 2018). Some areas continue to be very dry and are
constantly at risk for drought. Every ten years or more, Pakistan
experiences this nagging calamity (Mazhar et al., 2020). In the past, there
have been numerous drought seasons in all parts of Pakistan. The most
severe event of the dry season, which lasted from 1998 to 2006, had a
significant national impact on the socio-economic and environmental
situations. The food security of countless people has been entirely
destroyed by the severe drought, especially in Balochistan. The years 1998
to 2004 saw one of the worst droughts in Baluchistan’s recorded history
(Rehman, 2018). Periods of severe drought have disrupted livelihoods, led
to agricultural failure and human fatalities. The locals kept selling their
livestock for less money, which proceeded to obliterate their means of
subsistence. In areas affected by drought, all of this has had a real impact
on people’s livelihoods and posed a threat to the social order (Anjum et
al., 2010). Baluchistan’s drought affected about 1.5 million people and led
to the extinction of almost 2 million animals (Anjum, 2012). Balochistan
is one of the arid regions that usually suffer from many droughts. In the
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southern section of the province, annual rainfall varies between 50 and
125 mm (Rehman, 2018). Due to climatic changes, decrease in water
resources, and the conflicting needs of humans, animals, and plants, the
current drought has had a troubled three-year history. The livelihoods of
the inhabitants in Awaran are heavily reliant on agriculture and cattle,
making it one of the worst-affected regions. When precipitation is less
than normal, their misery increases due to the fact that rainfall in Awaran
has been less than a quarter of normal since 2013. The people are suffering
greatly as a result of the most recent drought. The goal of this study is to
comprehend how the drought in Awaran district has affected local
livelihoods and what coping strategies are used by the local people to cope
with drought. Drought is a regular occurrence in the climate that affects
practically all regions of the planet (Wilhite & Buchanan-Smith,_2005).
More people are affected by drought than any other natural hazard
(Hagman et al., 1984). For risk reduction both before and during a
drought, knowledge of the effects of drought and what causes them is
essential (Sivakumar & Wilhite, 2002). It is a common characteristics of
the climate, and its occurrence cannot be avoided (Wilhite, 2000). The
effects of drought are profound on the economy, society, and environment.
The beginning and conclusion of a drought are far harder to predict than
its severity. The effects of drought are largely nonstructural and cover a
broader geographic area than those of other natural hazards (Wilhite,
2003). Nearly every element of society is impacted by drought, which
impacts a significant percentage of the planet. Consequently, it is crucial
to research the social impact of drought (Wilhite & Glantz 1987). Drought
is unavoidable and may have a variety of negative social, economic, and
environmental effects. Some of these include: food insecurity; declining
crop yields; livestock loss; forced asset sales; depletion of water supplies
for human use; reduction in health; migration; civil unrest/conflict;
famine; and effects on the country’s economy.

Drought cycles are one of Balochistan’s biggest problems. It is
essential to assess this natural disaster so that the appropriate safety
precautions can be implemented to prevent catastrophic losses. Drought
has a significant negative impact on society because there are no effective
mitigation strategies in place. Since 2013, rainfall in many regions of
Balochistan province has been less than one-fourth of average. The usual
rainfall is 200-250 mm (Qureshi & Akhtar, 2004). The PDMA and UNDP
recognized the drought-affected districts, and one of them was the Awaran
District. Therefore, this research will be better to plan for drought
mitigation, as well as the effects of the drought and coping mechanisms.
The goal of this study is to comprehend the impacts of drought and
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adaptation strategies on local agriculture and way of life in Balochistan.
Despite the importance of evaluating the effects of drought, few studies
have been carried out in a systematic manner (Ding et al., 2011). Studies
were undertaken by several relief organizations in the context of providing
drought victims with immediate assistance. Their findings cannot be
systematically compared to the theoretical literature on drought because
their focus was on providing emergency humanitarian help (Jamali, 2006).
This study intends to examine the impacts and adaptation strategies of
drought in the region that is currently experiencing a protracted dry period.
It also aids in the broader mitigation of drought by connecting the effects
of droughts with the function of institutions since a large portion of the
research has been done by agricultural scientists and water sector
professionals whose primary focus has been on technological difficulties.
The current drought management and planning literature in Pakistan is
uninformed by a sociological understanding of droughts (Qureshi &
Akhtar, 2004). Consequently, the socio-economic effects on the affected
households are not given enough consideration in Pakistani drought
literature. This study tries to understand the socio-economic impacts and
adaptation strategies of drought in order to mitigate drought in the study
area. The study is anticipated to support the management of Baluchistan’s
drought circumstances. The objectives of this study were

e To assess the socio-economic impacts of drought on
livelihoods of local population.
e To find out the adaptation strategies of the local people to
deal with drought.
e To propose recommendations for improvement and future
planning for drought mitigation.
Methodology

The study area we selected for this study was Awaran district. We selected
this district because Awaran has experienced severe drought incidents in
the past. Awaran district lies in the south of the Balochistan province. Its
geographical location lies between 65°35'35"- 67°24'8" East longitudes
and 25°44'4"-28°5125" North latitudes (Figure 1) (Muhammad et al.,
2019). Awaran was reported as a separate district in 1992.

Awaran has an area of 21,630 square kilometers, and consisting of three
Tehsils of Mashkai, Awaran and Jhal Jhao, and nine Union Councils
(Muhammad et al., 2019).. The climate of Awran can be categorized as
“warm summer and mild winter”. The southern area of district is warmer
than northern part. Dust storms occur in Awaran district for the whole
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year. The storms get exceedingly strong from June to September when
they are refered to as livar. Summer days are hot but nights are cool. The
winter is mild. The area around Awaran has very little rain. The rainfall in
the area is scanty and uncertain. The months of June, July and August see
the most rainfall. Annual average rainfall indicates semi-aridity in the
area. Awaran district has semi-arid type of climate with hot summer and
mild winter.

Awaran District Map (Study Area)
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Figure 1: Location Map of Awaran District

Mountainous ridges and valleys are the district's defining features. The
Siahan mountain divides the district from the Panjgur district and the
valley of Siahan along its northern border. These mountains rise anywhere
from 3,500 to 4,500 meters above sea level. The district's primary river is
called Hingol. The region is mountainous and is divided by wide valleys.
Both the irrigated and unirrigated regions of the district's soil are rich in
fertility. However, the majority of the terrain remains perpetually desolate
because there isn't any water nearby. Mashkai, Jhal Jhao, and the adjacent
areas of Awaran have extremely fertile soil. The Awaran district has less
vegetation than neighboring districts. There aren't any forests, and the
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trees that are present are sparse and mostly date palms. There are a few
stray wild fig trees on the hills, and the Mashkai tehsil has tamarix and
willows. Total population of 121,821 is sparsely distributed with an
average population density of 4 persons per square kilometer. Majority of
population, 72% of total, live in rural areas while 28% of urban population
is predominantly concentrated in the district headquarter town of Awaran.
Male population constitute 52% of total population while female
population makes 48% of the total. Average household size is 6.6 in the
district (Muhammad et al., 2019). The dominant part of the tribes in the
district belong to Baloch. Main tribes in district Awaran are Mohammed
Hasnis, Shadinzai, Bizenjos, Shahwani, Qambrani and Sajdis. Society in
Awaran district is patriarchal. In this tribal system, kinship-based norms of
cooperation are particularly prevalent in rural areas. These traditions
include providing financial assistance (Bijar, Sargust, and Pursi) to fellow
tribesmen in need, engaging in collective labor (4shar), and establishing
irrigation committees under the control of the locals. Wheat, barley,
sorghum, cotton, vegetables, onions, watermelons, and fodder are the main
crops farmed in the region. The main crop produced in the region is wheat,
which provides both food and revenue. Winter is the growing season for
wheat and vegetables, while summer is the growing season for sorghum,
onions, and watermelons. Additionally, dates are farmed nearby.

The primary data for this research were collected from the drought
affected households through questionnaire survey and interviews. Based
on the total number of residents, the sample size will be decided by using
a statistical formula i.e., Yamane, (1967) which was 200. The data were
collected from the head of the households due to their experience of past
drought events. For collecting primary data, simple random sampling
technique was used for study from residents of study area through
questionnaire. The collected data was analyzed through different statistical
techniques and computer software, e. g, SPSS and Excel. Graphs maps
and tables of gathered data will also be prepared.

Results and Discussions
Socio-economic and Demographic situation of the Respondents

The average age of the respondents in the dataset was about 55 years with
a median value of 54 years. The age range spans from 43 to 78 years.
Most of the respondents fall in the 51 year age. On average, there are
around 6.83 members in a family. About 44% of the individuals were
illiterate. 21.5% had achieved matric level education, and only 0.5% had
received M.Phil. Level education. The main occupation of the respondents
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was agriculture and livestock rearing. Other occupations included
government employment and daily wage workers.

Respondents’ Perception about causes and frequency of Drought

Results show that the respondents in Awaran District had relatively high
level of awareness about climate change. This is evident by the fact that
only a small percentage of respondents did not consider climate change
important. The majority of respondents (81.5%) in Awaran District
considered climate change as "Important" issue. This indicates that they
recognize climate change as a significant issue that demands attention and
action. Although "Important" is the dominant response, a notable portion
of respondents (9.5%) consider climate change to be "Very Important."
This suggests that some individuals in the district may have a heightened
concern about the impacts of climate change on their community. The
level of importance attached to climate change is critical in influencing
local policies, decision-making, and resource allocation. With a majority
considering climate change as "Important," there may be growing support
for measures to address climate-related challenges in Awaran District.

A significant majority of respondents (57.5%) believe that droughts have
become less frequent in the last 10-12 years (Table 5.1) A smaller
percentage (14.0%) perceive no difference in the frequency of droughts,
while 28.5% indicate that they don't know whether there has been a
change. In summary, the data suggests that a majority of respondents in
Awaran District perceive a decrease in the frequency of droughts over the
last 10-12 years. This perception can influence local attitudes toward
climate resilience and adaptation, but policymakers should also consider
scientific evidence and trends to develop robust strategies for addressing
the impacts of climate change.

Respondents’ Religious Beliefs about drought

The data indicates that religious beliefs related to weather hold a notable
level of importance in Awaran District (2). A significant portion of
respondents (59%) consider these beliefs "very important," and an
additional 40% consider them "important." The high percentage of
respondents who consider religious beliefs related to weather as very
important suggests that these beliefs play a crucial role in the culture and
spirituality of the community. Weather-related religious practices and
beliefs are often deeply ingrained in local traditions. The strong
importance attributed to these religious beliefs can influence local
decision-making, especially in matters related to agriculture, water
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resource management, and other activities heavily dependent on weather
conditions.

PERCEPTIONS OF DROUGHT

Lack of awareness of drought mitigation... SISO Y
Religious beliefs related to weather NSO NOENDEO Y%
Detrimental cultural practices(e.g..Q% 44% NS5 0% N5 0%
Poor water Resource management IS0y Sy D,
Environmental degradation 0 ZNGE/— 34% 0%
Climate Change NSO NI 5 0%
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B Very Important M Important Somewhat important M Least important M Not important

Figure 2: Respondents Perception about Causes of Drought

Impacts of Drought

The data shows that a significant majority of respondents (72%) in
Awaran District have been affected by drought at some point in their lives.
This high percentage indicates that drought is a relatively common and
impactful environmental issue in the region. Add more discussion. The
fact that same as above of respondents have experienced the impacts of
drought highlights the vulnerability of the community to this natural
hazard. Drought can have a wide range of consequences, including water
scarcity, crop failure, food insecurity, and economic challenges. All of the
respondents are equally vulnerable to drought. Farmers with less water,
people with less livestock, people with low money. Drought can
significantly affect livelihoods, particularly in agrarian communities like
Awaran District. The data suggests that a substantial portion of the
population may have faced challenges related to agriculture, water
resources, and food security during drought events. More of short or long
terms water shortage on people, livestock or crops. The high percentage of
individuals who have been affected by drought underscores the
importance of drought preparedness and mitigation strategies in the
region. It is essential for local governments and organizations to work on
drought resilience and response measures to reduce the impact of future
droughts.
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Loss in Income due to Drought

About 27.5% of respondents reported no income loss due to the previous
drought events. However, almost half of respondents (49%) reported an
income loss ranging from 1 to 5 lac (Rupees) per drought period. About
20% reported an income loss in the range of 6 to 10 lakh rupees. A smaller
percentage reported higher income losses, with 3% reporting losses of 11
to 15 lac and 0.5% reporting losses of 16 to 20 lac. The data indicates that
a significant portion of the population in Awaran District has experienced
some level of income loss. This can be due to various factors, including
but not limited to drought, economic conditions, and other local
challenges.

Loss in Livestock

About 68.5% of respondents reported no financial loss in terms of Rupees.
About 27% of respondents reported losses in the range of 1 to 10 lac
Rupees. 4% reported losses in the range of 11 to 20 lac Rupees. 0.5%
reported losses in the range of 31 to 40 lac Rupees. Results indicates a
varied distribution of livestock losses in Awaran District, with a
significant portion of respondents reporting no financial impact. The
information can serve as a foundation for targeted interventions and
support programs tailored to the specific needs of the affected population.

Land Loss due to Drought

Almost 98.5% of respondents reported no land loss, in terms of selling
land. About 1 % respondents reported to have lost land due to droughts
worth 10 lakh Rupees. The remaining 0.5% respondents reported higher
land losses, specifically in the range of 11 to 20 lac Rupees. Results
suggests that the majority of respondents in Awaran District did not
experience land loss, which could be a positive sign for the community's
overall stability. For the small percentage that did report land losses,
understanding the reasons behind these losses, such as natural disasters,
conflicts, or other factors, would be crucial for targeted interventions and
support.

Drought Impacts on Crop Production

The below results show the impact of drought on crop production in
Awaran District. Majority of respondents (78.5%) indicated that drought
has indeed reduced crop production in Awaran District. A significant
number of respondents (19.5%) were undecided or did not provide a clear
response regarding the impact of drought on crop production. A small
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percentage (2.0%) of respondents reported that drought has not affected
crop production in the district.

Households’ Perceptions of Water Availability Due to Drought

A relatively small percentage of respondents (10.5%) believe that there is
a lack of water for human use in Awaran District due to drought. The
majority of respondents (89.5%) do not perceive a shortage of water for
human use as a result of drought. The significant majority indicating an
adequate water supply suggests that, according to the respondents, the
impact of drought on water availability for human use is not widespread or
severe. The perceptions of water scarcity may vary based on local water
sources, community water management practices, and the severity and
duration of drought episodes. In summary, the data suggests that,
according to the majority of respondents in Awaran District, there is no
perceived lack of water for human use due to drought. However,
additional research and consideration of local water management practices
are necessary for a more nuanced understanding of the situation and to
inform potential policy interventions.

Households’ Conflicts over Water Resources Due to Drought

A substantial percentage of respondents (40.5%) believe that there are
conflicts over water in Awaran District (Figure 5.6). A majority of
respondents (59.5%) do not perceive conflicts over water in their society.
The presence of conflicts over water, as reported by a significant portion
of respondents, suggests that there may be challenges or disputes related to
water access, distribution, or usage in the community. Understanding the
historical and cultural context of water use in the region is essential for a
comprehensive analysis. A recurring theme was the decrease in
groundwater levels, with respondents stating that the water table has
dropped by 50% or describing a gradual lowering of the water table over
time. Many respondents emphasized the reduced flow of rivers and
streams, with some specifying that it became half or was severely affected,
leading to consequences for date production and palm trees.
Understanding the local context, including traditional water management
systems like kareez, is important for interpreting responses. Some
respondents mentioned the drying up of kareez systems.

Drought Mitigation Strategies

The majority of respondents rely on traditional knowledge sources
(53.0%) for obtaining information on weather forecasts in Awaran
District. Radio/TV is the second most common source, with 37.5%, while
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a smaller percentage use newspapers (3.5%) or rely on self-judgment
(6.0%). The high percentage of respondents relying on traditional
knowledge sources reflects the importance of local and indigenous
wisdom in understanding weather patterns.

Locally Adopted Drought Mitigation Measures

The most common preparation method mentioned by respondents is
storing crop harvests, with 76.0% indicating this as a strategy during
normal years to cope with drought. Other strategies include saving money
(9.0%), using less water-consuming crops (10.0%), selling some livestock
(4.0%), and storing crop residues for livestock (1.0%). The prominence of
strategies related to agriculture, such as storing crops and using less water-
consuming crops, indicates the importance of agricultural practices in
drought preparedness. A smaller percentage of respondents mentioned
strategies related to livestock, including storing crop residues for livestock
and selling some livestock. These strategies may be employed to manage
the impact of drought on animal resources. Saving money was mentioned
by 9.0% of respondents, highlighting the role of financial preparedness in
coping with drought. Financial reserves can be crucial for purchasing
additional resources during dry periods. The strategy of using less water-
consuming crops suggests a focus on water conservation practices,
reflecting an awareness of the importance of efficient water use in
agriculture.

Planting Crops that Needs Less Water

Out of the total respondents, a large majority (82.5%), reported that they
adopt the strategy of planting crops that require less water during drought
periods.

Storing Water in pots for Domestic Use

Out of the total respondents, a very small percentage (0.5%) reported
storing water in pots and utensils for domestic use. While the frequency is
low, this strategy indicates a practical and immediate solution to ensure a
steady supply of water for household needs during drought.

Saving Rainwater in Ponds for Animals

Out of the total respondents, about 10.5% of respondents reported saving
rainwater in ponds for animals during drought periods. This strategy
demonstrates an awareness of the importance of water for livestock and a
commitment to ensuring their well-being during water scarcity.
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Conclusion

This study has found the causes and impacts of droughts in Awaran
district of Balochistan through exploratory research methods. The findings
have also highlighted the important locally adapted strategies by the
households in the surveyed area. Some responses emphasized the potential
threat to human life due to severe drought conditions, indicating the
broader implications beyond environmental and agricultural aspects. The
findings revealed that drought has affected the socio-economic status of
the respondents in the study area. Drought has affected the livestock, crop
production and income status of the respondents. Moreover it has also
affected their educational and recreational activities. The local people have
adapted themselves to drought conditions using of storing grains, storing
water in ponds and pots and selling of their livestock and selling of their
assets. The findings of the study also revealed that the government and
Non-government organizations have provided relief to the people during
drought periods to some extent. This is because majority of the
respondents were not provided with relief measures. The people used
radio and television as the most important sources for gaining information
about weather forecasts. The findings of the study provides a rich but
diverse set of responses, highlighting the multifaceted impact of drought
on various aspects of life in Awaran District. Understanding the nuances
and local context is crucial for developing targeted interventions and
policies to address the challenges posed by drought in the region.
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Abstract

The Urban Heat Island effect is a critical environmental challenge
in our rapidly urbanizing world. To combat its negative consequences on
public health, energy consumption, and overall urban livability, we must
understand its dynamics thoroughly. MODIS data, with its comprehensive
coverage and accessibility, plays a crucial role in this effort. By analyzing
temperature trends, land cover changes, and other relevant factors using
MODIS data, researchers can develop informed strategies to mitigate the
UHI effect and create more sustainable, comfortable urban environments
for the future.

The observed alignment of data with the global warming trend,
wherein average temperatures have been gradually increasing. This rise
in temperature holds implications for ecosystems, weather patterns, and
also daily life of peoples. The data analysis indicates notable shifts in
temperature distribution over the years: maximum temperature zones have
consistently warmed, mid-temperature regions have cooled, and low-
temperature areas have experienced minor changes. These patterns
potentially signify the ongoing influence of climate change on temperature
distribution. However, the complex interplay of numerous factors affecting
climate necessitates extensive research for a comprehensive
understanding. The analysis is based on a limited four-year dataset,
highlighting the need for a more inclusive temporal scope. Additionally,
local dynamics like geography, urbanization, and regional climate
patterns can impact temperature trends. In essence, the analysis reveals a
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discernible warming trend over the studied years, especially in later
months. Broader insights could be gleaned from an extended timeframe
and a consideration of contextual influences. The study showed expanding
areas of high temperatures, shrinking mid-temperatures, and stable low
temperatures. While suggestive of climate change effects, the data's
limited scope and the influence of other factors like geography and
urbanization warrant a more extensive investigation for conclusive
insights.

Keywords: UHI, LULC, UHII, MODIS, CRU, USGS, LST.
Introduction

Howard coined the term Urban Heat Island in 1810 ,to characterize
a situation in which the climate of a city and its surroundings territories is
influences by diffuse surface energy interaction(Agan, Ocukka et al.
2021). UHI is the finest illustration of anthropogenic climate change
caused by expansion of constructions ,is one of the most serious
environmental issues affecting human health and ecosystem
functioning(Liu, Peng et al. 2017). In urban regions where natural areas
have been replaced with non-permeable, extremely hot concrete and
asphalt surfaces, UHI is mostly caused by the built environment(Ahmed,
Kamruzzaman et al. 2013). The biggest contributor of UHI is the change
in land use from natural to impermeable surfaces(Li, Zhou et al. 2019).

Agricultural, residential, and transitional/vacant land cover types
irradiance and the amount of vegetation present, all have strong negative
correlations with each other. This suggests that the amount of vegetation
has a significant impact on irradiance. Urban heat islands were more likely
to form near the city center because of the preponderance of forests,
agricultural uses, and residential uses connected to varying amounts of
tree cover (Lo, Quattrochi et al. 1997).

By changing the natural landscape into an impervious surface,
human oriented urbanization and related land use change processes have a
substantial impact on the thermal climate of cities and their surrounding
areas(Qiao, Liu et al. 2020). UHI is more closely tied to the population
density at the neighborhood level than to the total number of peoples in
the city(Steeneveld, Koopmans et al. 2011).

The UHI can be discovered by examining the fluctuation in
temperature differences between urban suburban and rural stations(Zhang,
Wang et al. 2010). The most visible symptom of urban climate change due
by construction and human activity is the emergence of UHI(Qiao, Liu et
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al. 2020). The UHI effect, which causes discomfort to city peoples in
summer, is caused by higher temperatures in city centers than in their
surrounds(Nuruzzaman 2015).

Urban heat island (UHI), which will be a major problem for people
in the next decades as a result of continued urbanization, is expected to
become a serious issue. Without proper planning and design, urbanization
will occur. Because of the high population density, the effects of UHI are
becoming increasingly more severe. With poor building design,
particularly in densely populated metropolitan areas for UHI, a lot of study
has been done. Both tropical and seasonal regions are affected by this
phenomenon. The genesis of the UHI phenomena is influenced by a
number of factors. This encompasses uncontrolled and controllable causes,
as well as the increasing rate of urbanization and population density. A
basic study found that prolonged heat exposure significantly affects
people's pain and health issues. As a result, heat-related illness occurs.
Heat-related mortality, such as heat stroke, are on the rise(Lee, Din et al.
2017).

The term "urban heat island" refers to the effect of a city's urban
development and human activity on air temperatures both inside and
outside the city. The difference between the temperature of an urban heat
island and the temperature measured at a specific point within the city and
the temperature measured at that same place without the city(Magee,
Curtis et al. 1999).

The urban atmosphere is influenced by the city's primarily artificial
surface, anthropogenic heat emissions, and air pollution. The most evident
consequence of impact of urbanization on regional climate is temperature
alteration, which is known as the urban heat archipelago (UHA), or urban
heat island (UHI), phenomenon whether the structure is multicolor. It has
a specific diurnal cycle in terms of intensity, peaking in the early hours of
the night, about 3—5 hours later sunset. Due to the fact that it considers
surface geometry, materials, and, as well as artificial heat and pollution
creation, simulating the actual elements and physical processes that have
this temperature-increasing impact is incredibly difficult(Bottyan and
Unger 2003).

One of the most prominent effects of urban climate change is the
urban heat island. with significant negative consequences for flora,
pollutant concentrations, air quality, Human health, environmental and
commercial effects, energy and water use, and even global warming are all
factors. Understanding the impact of urbanization and A variation analysis
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of the surface urban heat island intensity is necessary for an urban
planning. (SUHII)(Karimi Firozjaei, Sedighi et al. 2018).

UN estimates that by 2030, metropolitan regions will be home to
60% of the world's population. Urban heat islands are a phenomenon that
occurs when temperatures in urban core areas are greater than in
neighboring suburban and rural areas, is projected to worsen as a result of
the increased impervious surfaces. Heat stress, tropospheric ozone
production, and resultant health concerns are all caused by the UHI.
Higher temperatures result in increased air conditioning electricity
demand, which increases power plant pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions. Furthermore, the UHI may raise water temperatures, causing
water ecosystems to be harmed. It is obvious that minimizing UHI affects
necessitates comprehensive planning methods that take into account the
implications of urban morphology, infrastructure, and greening on
UHI(Chun and Guldmann 2014).

Data and Methods
Study Area

The location of the Quetta is within latitude 30.1798°N and
longitude 66.9750°E with elevation of 1680m(5510ft) above the mean
sea-level (MSL). The Quetta has a total area 0f3501km2.

The climate of Quetta is cold and semi-arid (K&ppen BSk), with
large seasonal temperature variations. With average temperatures between
24 and 26 degrees Celsius, summer runs from late May to early September
(75 and 79 degrees Fahrenheit). The highest temperature ever recorded in
Quetta was 42 degrees Celsius (108 degrees Fahrenheit) on July 10, 1998.
The average temperature throughout the mid-September to mid-November
period of autumn is between 12 and 18 degrees Celsius (54 to 64 degrees
Fahrenheit). Winter is defined as the period from the end of November to
the end of February, when average temperatures range from 4-5 degrees
Celsius (39-41 degrees Fahrenheit). On January 8, 1970, Quetta
experienced its coldest temperature ever, which was 18.3 °C (0.9 °F).
With an average temperature of 15 degrees Celsius, spring season starts in
early March and lasts until mid-May (59 degrees Fahrenheit).(Department
2012)
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Methodology Data Analysis,

The UHI of Quetta city was derived using two MODIS products,
MODI11 L2 and MYDI11 L2, which provide instantaneous views of the
LST at a 1-km resolution, twice daily (two nighttime and two daytime
photos), respectively. Since the availability of the satellite-derived LST is
determined by objective factors (such as cloudiness), we have chosen
three images from each month between January 1990 and 2020 that have
at least one pixel with LST registered in the administrative perimeter of
Quetta. These images are from the day and nighttime bands of the images.

The nighttime LST is retrieved between 19.10 and 01.20 UTC, and the
daytime pictures span the hours of 08.15 to 12.15 UTC.

Data from the CRU Climate Research Unit is collected for the years 1992,
2000, 2010, and 2020 in order to do additional analysis. Microsoft Excel is
used to analyze the cru data. For the cited years, October and November
are chosen.
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Results and Analysis

Heat Maps of Different Years
Year 1992

Figure# 2 1992 Urban Heat Map
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Year 2000
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Figure# 4 Year 2000 Urban Heat Map
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Figure# 6 Year 2010 Urban Heat Map
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Figure# 8 Year 2020 Urban Heat Map
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Results and Discussion
Overview of the Data

The data represents monthly average temperatures (in degrees Celsius) for
each month of the years 1992, 2002, 2010, and 2020. The last column
"ANN" appears to be the annual average temperature for each year.

Yearly Trends

The annual average temperatures show a general upward trend from 1992
to 2020, suggesting a warming climate over these years.

The warmest year among the provided ones appears to be 2010, with an
annual average temperature of 16.85°C.

The coolest year among the provided ones is 1992, with an annual average
temperature of 14.9°C.

Seasonal Patterns

All years exhibit a consistent pattern of warmer temperatures from June to
August (summer months) and cooler temperatures from December to
February (winter months).
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The summer months (June to August) consistently have the highest
temperatures across all years, with July often being the warmest month.

Monthly Variations

In 1992, the temperatures range from a low of 3.68°C in January to a high
0f 26.51°C in July.

In 2002, the temperatures range from a low of 4.87°C in January to a high
0f 26.64°C in June.

In 2010, the temperatures range from a low of 5.11°C in December to a
high of 26.9°C in July.

In 2020, the temperatures range from a low of 1.68°C in January to a high
0f 27.41°C in July.

Increasing Temperatures

There is a noticeable trend of increasing temperatures in the later months
of the year (from May to September) across all years. This could indicate a
shift towards warmer shoulder seasons.

Yearly Variation

The temperature variations within a year are more pronounced in the
cooler months (winter) than in the warmer months (summer).The years
2002, 2010, and 2020 generally show higher temperature variations
compared to 1992, suggesting a higher degree of fluctuation in recent
years.

Implications

The data aligns with the broader trend of global warming, where average
temperatures have been gradually increasing over the years.

This temperature increase can have various impacts on ecosystems,
weather patterns, and sea levels.

Increasing Temperature Trends

From the data, we can observe the following trends in the areas with
increasing temperatures:

Maximum Temperature Areas

In 1992, 15% of the areas had maximum temperatures, which
increased to 36% in 2020.This indicates a significant increase in the
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number of areas experiencing higher maximum temperatures over the
years. The increase may be attributed to various factors, including climate
change, urbanization, and changes in local environments.

Mid Temperature Areas

In 1992, 65% of the areas had mid temperatures, which slightly
decreased to 39% in 2020.

There is a notable decrease in the percentage of areas with mid
temperatures, indicating a shift towards more extreme temperature
categories. This shift could be due to the expansion of both maximum and
low-temperature areas at the expense of mid-temperature regions.

Low Temperature Areas

In 1992, 20% of the areas had low temperatures, which remained
relatively stable at 25% in 2020.While there is a slight increase, it is not as
prominent as the shifts in maximum and mid-temperature areas.

This may suggest that low-temperature areas are not experiencing as
significant changes as the other categories.

Chart showing the areas with Max-Min temratures
of year 1992

Low temprature areas [
Mid temprature areas

Maximum temprature areas || NG
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Figure# 11 Year 1992 Temperatures With Areas Percentages
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Chart showing the areas with Max-Min temratures of
year 2000
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Figure 12 Year 2000 Temperatures With Areas Percentages

Chart showing the areas with Max-Min temratures of
year 2010
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Figure# 13 Year 2010 Temperatures with Areas Percentages
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Chart showing the areas with Max-Min temratures of
year 2020
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Figure# 14 Year 2020 Temperature with Areas Percentages

Decreasing Temperature Trends
Maximum Temperature Areas

There are no observed decreasing trends in maximum temperature areas.
The percentage consistently increased from 1992 to 2020.

Mid Temperature Areas

The percentage of mid-temperature areas decreased from 1992 to 2020,
indicating a shift away from this category.

This decrease suggests a potential redistribution of temperature zones,
with areas moving towards more extreme temperature ranges.

Low Temperature Areas

Similar to maximum temperature areas, there are no clear decreasing
trends in low-temperature areas. The percentage remained relatively stable
over the years.

Conclusion

According to previous research of Muhammad sadiq khan, title is “Land-
Use/Land-Cover Changes and Its Contribution to Urban Heat Island: A
Case Study of Islamabad, Pakistan” the analysis shows the condition of
UHI is going to growing over the years.

The LST connected to LULC alterations has long been a well-recognized
phenomenon. This study used temporal Landsat data to examine changes
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in LULC over the last 25 years and found that impervious surface had
significantly increased (by 11.9%) while other land-use types had
decreased. Overall, the results show that LULC variations in the city of
Islamabad between 1993 and 2018 had an average warming effect of 1.52
°C and an average cooling effect of 0.8 °C.(Sadiq Khan, Ullah et al. 2020)

The data aligns with the broader trend of global warming, where average
temperatures have been gradually increasing over the years. This
temperature increase can have various impacts on ecosystems, weather
patterns, and sea levels.

The data showcases a clear shift in temperature distribution over the years.
Maximum temperature areas have consistently increased, mid-temperature
areas have decreased, and low-temperature areas have shown only slight
changes. This trend could be indicative of ongoing climate change and its
impact on temperature patterns.

It's important to note that while this analysis provides insights based on
the provided data, the reasons behind these temperature shifts would
require more comprehensive data, research, and analysis to understand
fully. Climate patterns are influenced by a multitude of factors, and long-
term trends should be studied with caution to draw accurate conclusions.

The analysis is based on a limited dataset spanning only four years. A
more comprehensive analysis could include additional years for a broader
perspective on temperature trends.

Other factors such as geographical location, urbanization, and local
climate dynamics can influence temperature trends.

In summary, the data analysis reveals a clear warming trend in the
provided years, with rising temperatures observed in the later months of
the year. Further analysis with more years and additional contextual
factors would provide a more complete understanding of the temperature
trends.
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Abstract

This research was conducted so as to assess the causes and consequences
of low female education literacy rate: a case study in Kalat district. In this
regard, the quantitative research design was used in a descriptive manner.
One hundred (100) respondents from the different schools were selected
by using random sampling. DMRT test was used. Non-statistical
variations were found to be detected in 1 out of five items about female
educational aspects .005 level. Statistical significant differences were
found in 2 out of five items regarding low female literacy rate.
Consequently, statistical significant differences had been observed 4 out of
5 items about major obstacles of low female education rate. Therefore,
statistical significant alterations were perceived three out of five items
concerning main reasons for female low literacy rate. Non-statistical
differences were observed in lack of supervision from parentage's side and
other items based on (p< .05). Hence, 3 out of five items about female low
literacy rate aspects female educational 005 level. Following
recommendations were put forward: Mega-strategy about educational
aspects as well as structural educational changes are needed for females
at all levels of education fields. Therefore, it is recommended that a grim
effort about effective educational technology and outlook on female
education should be promoted and given top priority in this regard. So
that to improve the intellectual ways of females in the field of education
towards her professional careers development. Resistance to female
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education at community level should be minimized. By the way, the prime
contents of female education are significantly imperative. Therefore, it is
recommended that female productivity in education circles should be
promoted so as to achieve female educational achievement at community
level and also increase the female literacy rate.

Keywords: Causes and consequences, Female literacy rate, Kalat,

Balochistan

Introduction

Education plays an imperative and stirring role for higher economic
growth, changing behavior of human beings, socio-economic acceleration,
community development aspects, skills development features and certain
other qualities. Education is the impressive tool for development that
might be fighting against various or compound economic challenges in
dynamic ways. Therefore, technological innovation goals may be acquired
by using diverse educational tools. Education is the prime engine and
gadget promoter for the manpower and HRD sections or divisions as well
as also creates opportunities for social and economic development for any
communities or nations (GoP, 2019-20).

Human Development Index (HDI) is the basic evolving indicator. In this
regard Pakistan is hierarchically classified as a position of 152 ranking
regarding educational achievement out of 189 nations as reported by
UNDP, a published document namely Human Development Report,
during the period of 2019. Regrettably, Pakistan did not achieve her
educational achievement, key educational indicators or educational goals.
Therefore, literacy rate in this regard is low as compared to other Asian
countries. Pakistan lags behind in literacy rate as compared to its
neighboring nations that is 57%, and 22.7% in primary schooling dropout
rate (GoP, 2019-20).

The adult literacy rate as regional-wise depicted the melancholy picture
for Pakistan's education system. In this regard, the Maldives position is top
the detailed were given bellowed: Iran, 85.5%; Sri Lanka, 91.9%;
Maldives, 98.6%; India, 69.3%; Bhutan, 57.0%; Bangladesh, 72.9%;
Nepal, 59.6%; Pakistan, 57.0%; and Afghanistan, 31.7% respectively
(GoP, 2019-20).
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Overall Literacy Rate

Overall literacy rate of the country was not encouraging. A survey was
conducted by the Economic Survey of Pakistan during the period of 2018-
19 that the overall demographic population (ten years and above)
educational literacy rate was sixty percent. However, on the other hand,
the Pakistan Social and Living Standards Measurement reported that the
educational literacy rate was higher at country level mostly in urban areas.
Whereby the trends were reported that the literacy rate was higher in urban
areas as compared to rustic localities. However, (74%) in urban areas and
(51%) in rural areas, the literacy rate was recorded at county level (GoP,
2019-20).

Whenever, to assess the literacy rate province-wise. The Punjab region is
considered to have the highest educational literacy rate. On the other hand,
Sindh province, KPK and Balochistan were 2™, 3™ and 4" ranked
respectively regarding literacy rate in the educational sector. Hence, the
Punjab was 54%, Sindh region was 44%, KPK (including merged areas)
was 36%, KPK (excluding merged areas) was 40% and Balochistan
province was 24% female literacy rates respectively (GoP, 2019-20).

Gender Disparity in Education Sector in Pakistan

The Pakistani community is based on a deep male-controlled society,
whereas the female has less privilege at community level. Female had
faced the various challenges such as honor killing, taboo at community
level, anti-women practices, gender biases, gender violence and sexual
abuse at society level. Throughout the educational system of Pakistan, the
gender disparity was recorded and huge gap between the male and female
educational acquiring and achieving (Moin et al., 2018).

On the other hand, the Global Gender Gap Report (GGGP) revealed that
gender inequality 1s a common phenomenon in the Pakistani educational
system during the period of 2016. In this context, Pakistan is the 2nd worst
country whereas gender inequality prevailed at all levels as reported by
Global Gender Gap Report (Moin et al., 2018).

Mostly the violence against females has occurred in rural poor houses
units in Pakistan. It is estimated that Pakistani females achieved ten or
more years of schooling that is only eighteen percent, which is very low
percent in this regard. On the other hand, at enrollment levels the gender
disparity was also noted in Pakistani educational structure. Primary level
of education of male to female enrollment ratio was slightly increased at
the rate of 0.47% in the period of 1990-91. In the period of 1999 to 2000 it
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touched the figure of 0.74. In this regard, the enrollment ratio was
developed at a considerable rate that is 57.44 percent. Relatively, the
gender disparity was more rapidly improved at middle level of schooling
(EFA, 2012; Career, n.d; Khan and Rana, 2004).

Various limiting factors that were contributed to limited the female
educational dynamics such as conservative community, traditionalist
mode, lack of physical infrastructure, distance from school to home and
home to school, parents preferred the boy’s education as compared to girl,
little intention by government for female education, unsafe in institutions,
overcrowded schools as a result, gender differences and gender
segregation are larger and widening (Marie, 2009).

Gender ignorance is the major concern and gender disparity is a major
obstacle to education as a result of the low literacy rate of female
education. The gender disparity seems into the medicine field,
mathematics dripline, engineering technology and science dripline.
Female doctors also faced the problems in the actual field and medicine.
Most of the rural areas the female doctor was dead and did not go to actual
practice (Zakaria, 2013; BBC, 2017; and The New York Times, 2015).

Finally, Pakistani governments should take serious efforts about female
quality educational strategies so as to encourage the female at all levels.
Therefore, fixed gender disparities should be firmed in order to lessen the
gap of gender disparities as gender faced at field level. Parents should be
encouraging female education despite the social and religious blockades.
Various limiting factors caused the low female literacy rate and access to
resourceful education direction for female like meagre health facilities,
less access to opportunities, gender targeted perception, low education
level, deprived quality life and the like (Bizenjo, 2020; Marie, 2009; and
Zakaria, 2013; Redding, 2019; and Shah et al., 2018).

Literacy rate of any nation is playing a massive and prime role for the
future national progression in effective mode not only at the individual
level but also authoritative for the collective level. Innovative trends in the
educational field now-a-days an impressive tool for development which
rapidly gained the knowledge economy and empowered the female. A
country level, the female literacy rate remains very little as compared to
other counties. Due to the overarching patriarchal culture at community
level the female literacy rate was very low and the livelihood option of the
female did not improve. Cooperatively, extreme poverty was another
problem in this regard. Because of little budget in the educational sector,
absenteeism of the teaching staff, overpopulation of the general masses,
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unreachability at school’s level, political and social nepotism,
unproductive administration strategies and plans were the major hamper
factors in Pakistan. Effective education system has various advances to
change the lifestyle of the person. Productive parameters like the program
of study, set of courses, educational knowledge resources or tools,
directions of staff in a dynamic way, effective educational methods and
practices were major aspects so as to build the earning capacity. However,
in this regard, literacy rates for females are a preliminary factor.
Alternatively, the illiteracy pattern depicted the very leggy trends (GoP,
2019-20).

Research Problem

Education is the rudimentary civil liberties, constitutional rights and
human rights of every human either male or female. Acquiring education
by both genders is preliminary and fundamental for each and each citizen
at country level (Amanuallah, 2013). In Pakistan mostly in rural areas of
Balochistan, due to the nature of the conservative and limited dynamics of
society the female did not qualify for free access in the field of education.
The geographical mobility of the female was limited just at household
level and nurturing of the kids. Rudimentary educational dynamics did not
permanently constantly convert into enhanced employment chances and
prospects at a considerable rate. Pakistan has a quite low or very low
educational literacy rate for females as compared to other countries.
Beside that the technical and vocational education at country level were
null and avoided for females (Memon, 2020). Due to the world criteria of
educational level, most nations developed their economic efficiency. Due
to the market demand of education around the world it was a need to
improve her educational HRD aspects so as to empower females (Baluch
and Shahid, 2008). Women faced various social, political and economic
problems at the country level. The anti-female practices were common in
Balochistan. Female political and social status in the province was
deprived as a result of low position and level at community level. On the
other hand, domestic violence was another limiting factor. These all anti-
activities may be done due to the illiteracy of females. Present research
was developed to measure the causes and consequences of low female
education literacy rate in Kalat district, Balochistan and developed the
education-orientated sensitization for future policy implications.
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Objectives

1. To elicit the achieved estimations and opinions from respondents about
numerous causes for low female literacy rate and,

To establish and develop the sound policies and strategies guideline
responses that obtained from respondents regarding the ornamental trends
about female literacy enhancement at province level.

Methodology

Current investigation was exploring female literacy in district Kalat.
Perceived perception of the respondents was measured. In this regard field
data was gathered. Quantitative method technique run (Babbie, 2010;
Muijs, n. d.; given, 2008; and Bryman, 2012) so that to assess the impact
of female literacy rate in respective districts. Both dependent and
independent variables were assessed. By and large, as a methodology the
research design, site selection for the present research, sampling technique
as used in this research, inquiry form development so that to acquire the
primary data at field level, reliability and validity aspects, information
collection and data analysis features were applied in this research
(Campbell and Stanley, 1963; and Mady, 1982). The target population was
one hundred (100) school respondents in Kalat district. The sample frame
was obtained by the DDO office based at Kalat city. In this regard the
random sampling technique was used for respondent’s selection. Two
tehsils were selected wholly namely, Kalat and Mangocher respectively
(GoB, 2012). Target population based on 95% interval confidence level
was selected. Because of the certainty rate with a five% confidence
interval. Comprehensive questionnaire was designed by using Likert
scaling (Likert, 1932; Wolcott, 1990; Merriam, 1988; Adcock & Collier,
2001; and Patten & Mildred, 2002). Sample population was measured by
using the (Fitzggibbon & Lynn, 1987) table. Research instrument
reliability was .908 to .891. by using Cronbach's Alpha program in SPSS
(Nunnally and Bernstein, 1994; and Pyrczak, 2002). Captured data was
further entered and coded in SPSS and Excel Tally Sheet (Creswell, 1998)
by using SPSS. Analysis of variance (DMRT test) was run so as to detect
the group-wise differences. Confidence and Alpha level was set on p<0.05
probability level (Duffy, 1887).
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Results and Findings

General info as the basic information was used in this regard. In this
regard, ANOVA technique was used. A Post Hoc Test the DMRT test was
applied. Primarily, the female literacy rate was examined based on
research general and specific objectives.

Table-1, DMRT test about female educational aspects

Items Teaching staff | Admin: staff Students F- | Sign:
MS SD MS SD MS SD | valu *
e
Male literacy 3.37 1.14 3.27 1.19 3.75 1.20 1.1 334
rate 50 774 50 802 00 852 09 NS
Female literacy 2.37 1.25 3.25 1.25 3.25 1.20 5.9 .004
rate 50 448 00 576 00 852 17 *
Political effects 3.67 1.11 3.17 1.37 3.05 1.19 2.3 101
50 832 50 538 00 097 52 NS
Religious 3.40 1.46 3.57 1.25 3.65 875 31 731
causes 00 410 50 856 00 09 4 NS
Social 3.42 1.35 3.27 1.10 3.90 447 2.0 131
restraints 50 661 50 911 00 21 77 NS

Note= 0.05 level*

DMRT test was applied based on 0.05 level by using the ANOVA. Mean
score collected based on diverse outcome variables. In this regard the
group-wise assessment was made as shown in table-1. Only one item was
statistically significant: female literacy rate (f-value = 5.917; teaching
staff, (MS, 3.3750), admin: staff (MS, 3.2500) and students, (MS, 3.2500);
p <.005). On the other hand, male literacy rate, political effects, religious
causes and social restraints were found to be non- statistically significant
respectively (p< .05). The detailed were given below:

e male literacy rate (f-value = 1.109; teaching staff, (MS, 3.3750),
admin: staff (MS, 3.2750) and students, (MS, 3.7500); p <.005);

e political effects (f-value = 2.352; teaching staff, (MS, 3.6750),
admin: staff (MS, 3.1750) and students, (MS, 3.0500); p <.005);

e religious causes (f-value = .314; teaching staff, (MS, 3.4000),
admin: staff (MS, 3.5750) and students, (MS, 3.6500); p < .005);
and,

e Social restraints (f-value = 2.077; teaching staff, (MS, 3.4250),
admin: staff (MS, 3.2750) and students, (MS, 3.9000); p <.005).

Non-statistical variations were found to be detected in 1 out of five items
about female educational aspects .005 level.

93



Table-2, DMRT test about low female literacy rate

Items Teaching Admin: staff Students F- | Sign:
staff valu *
MS SD MS SD MS SD e

No chances for
equal education
opportunity

3.92 1.18 3.47 1.35 3.10 1.33 2.9 .056
50 511 50 850 00 377 63 *

Is illiteracy

. 3.58 1.31 3.80 911 | 3.40 1.12 1.5 228
prevailed due to

00 180 00 47 00 774 03 NS
poverty
E;Sr:én;;iéye'r 310 | 1.61 | 350 | 146 | 405 | 223 | 3.1 | .046
aore | 00 404 00 760 00 61 72 *
disparity
Gap regarding 3.72 1.08 | 4.00 000 | 4.00 000 | 1.9 [ .153
credit facilities 50 575 00 00 00 00 15 NS
Any other please | 3.42 1.00 3.35 .833 3.20 1.28 33 717
specify 50 989 00 59 00 145 4 NS

Note= 0.05 level*

The results of table-2 showed the significant variances as group-wise. In
this regard the alpha level was set on.05. Analysis of variance (Duncan)
test applied in this context regarding low female literacy rate. Only
statistically discrepancies were found two out of five items about low
female literacy rate. And perception of the respondents was captured by a
comprehensive questionnaire by using the Liker scaling. The items that
were observed as significant were explicitly: no chances for equal
education opportunity (f-value = 2.963, p < .005) and community-based
gender disparity (f-value = 3.172, p < .005) respectively regarding low
female literacy rate.

Whereas, is illiteracy prevailed due to poverty (f-value = 1.503, p <.005),
gap regarding credit facilities (f-value = 1.915, p < .005), and any other
please specify items based on (f-value = .334, p < .005) were found non-
significant about low female literacy rate. Thus, only statistical significant
differences were found in 2 out of five items rearing low female literacy
rate.
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Table-3, DMRT test about major obstacles of low female education
rate

Items Teaching Admin: staff Students F- | Sign
staff valu | :*
MS SD MS SD MS SD e

Lack female
educational
awareness

362 | 1.14 | 317 | 1.12 | 320 | 1.39 1.6 | .199
50 774 50 973 00 925 44 NS

Productive skills of
education as
controlled by male

3.35 1.02 3.92 1.24 2.95 1.66 44 | 014
00 657 50 833 00 938 40 *

Female having low 12

in self-esteem at 3.77 1.29 | 2.65 1.05 2.40 1.18 90' .000
. 50 075 00 125 00 766 ok
community level 0
Male-controlled 3.20 911 3.20 1.28 2.15 1.08 7.1 .003
community 00 47 00 502 00 942 68 *
Any other please 3.20 .686 3.62 1.16 4.00 458 5.8 .004
specify 00 87 50 987 00 83 47 *

Note= 0.05 level*

The important aspect of this study was to explore the female literacy rate
as shown in table-3. In this regard the data was gathered at field level and
captured the responded perceptions about major obstacles of low female
education rate. With the intention of measure, the major obstacles of low
female education rate based on mean score this study was carried out.
Segregated statistics and captured information was a highly significant
difference that was female having low self-esteem at community level (f-
value: 12.900).

While productive skills of education as controlled by male (f-value:
4.440), male-controlled community (f-value: 7.168) and any other please
specify (f-value: 5.847) were observed only significant differences as
group-wise (p <0.05).

Based on achieved results only just one item was non- significant that
lacked female educational awareness (f-value: 1.644). Consequently,
statistical significant differences had been observed 4 out of 5 items about
major obstacles of low female education rate.
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Table-4, DMRT test main reasons of female low literacy rate

Items Teaching Admin: staff Students F- | Sign
staff valu | ¥
MS SD MS SD MS SD e

Due to
overpopulation at
regional level

3.77 | 131 | 390 | .841 | 3.90 | .718 | .17 | .840
50 046 00 24 00 18 4 NS

Because of staff

deficient at school 3.57 957 3.92 1.36 4.10 911 1.7 11\]%4

50 76 50 603 00 91 20

level

Unproductive 3.90 1.53 3.07 971 2.45 1.19 9.6 .000
program of study 00 255 50 06 00 097 28 woE
Uncreative core 3.02 .891 2.27 1.06 395 223 24. .000

curriculum content 50 20 50 187 00 61 46 **

Any other please 3.27 1.06 3.57 1.05 4.10 447 4.8 .010
specify 50 187 50 945 00 21 16 *

Note= 0.05 level*

Respondents were asked about main reasons for female low literacy rate
by using the DMRT test as shown in table-4. Captured data was further
decoded into the SPSS for further analysis. With a view to assess the main
reasons of female low literacy rate by using questionnaire and Likert
scaling from one to five.

Data in this regard were highly significant about the main reasons of
female low literacy rate: unproductive program of study (f-value: 9.628)
and uncreative core curriculum content (f-value: 24.46) respectively.
While, on the other hand any other please specify (f-value: 4.816) only
was significant based on (p <0.05).

On the other hand, due to overpopulation at regional level (f-value: 174)
and because of staff deficient at school level (f-value: 1.720) were non-
significant as group-wise (p <0.05) regarding main reasons of female low
literacy rate. Therefore, statistical significant alterations were perceived
three out of five items concerning main reasons for female low literacy
rate.
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Table-5, DMRT test about female low literacy rate aspects

Items Teaching Admin: staff Students F- | Sign
staff valu | :*
MS SD MS SD MS SD e

Unemployment
factor from
parent’s side

2.85 1.25 | 3.70 939 | 3.00 1.48 5.5 .005
00 167 00 18 00 678 24 *

Lack of
supervision from
parentages side

3.72 1.08 | 3.70 939 | 3.35 .875 1.0 | .343
50 575 00 18 00 09 81 NS

Did not participate
the educational
activities

3.02 1.31 3.70 939 | 3.50 512 42 | 016
50 046 00 18 00 99 93 *

Lack of interest

from the student 3.60 871 3.95 782 | 4.45 .604 7.8 .001

side 00 19 00 83 00 81 15 **
Any other please 3.80 1.01 3.75 493 | 3.5 966 .04 | 958
specify 00 779 00 55 00 55 3 NS

Note= 0.05 level*

According to table-5, the ANOVA test was used based on 0.05 regarding
female low literacy rate aspects. A group-wise comparison made.
However, three items were significance statistically that were given
underneath:

e unemployment factor from parent’s side (f-value = 5.524; teaching
staff, (MS, 2.8500), admin: staff (MS, 3.7000) and students, (MS,
3.0000); p <.005);

e did not participate the educational activities (f-value = 4.293;
teaching staff, (MS, 3.0250), admin: staff (MS, 3.7000) and
students, (MS, 3.5000); p <.005); and,

e Lack of interest from the student side (f-value =. 7.815; teaching
staff, (MS, 3.6000), admin: staff (MS, 3.9500) and students, (MS,
4.4500); p <.005).

Non-statistical differences were observed in lack of supervision from
parentage's side and other items based on (p< .05). Hence, 3 out of five
items about female low literacy rate aspects female educational 005 level.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Education is impressive too and plays a massive role in humanizing
economic growth in successful ways. The education dynamics play a
central role for a country's economic growth and human development.
Female eminence education requirement and their promotion at
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community level part and parcel. Female educational achievement,
educational access and education quality are the imperative aspects for
economic growth of females within knowledge-based society. Likewise,
the least developed countries the Pakistan government in this regard did
not achieve their educational goals and education outcomes. Female in this
context, facing the various challenges and limited opportunities towards
obtaining higher productive education for better earning. In order to
achieve the educational goals in dynamic ways it was necessary to develop
and invest the sizeable amount in the education sector especially for
female education so that to improve the HRD section of female education
and deletion of gender inequalities. Based on reached findings this
research were developed the following recommendations: Current
exploration was based on the low female literacy rate in the district of
Kalat. At the provincial level, the female faces various chronic problems
like unawareness about educational dynamics, higher illiteracy in both
urban and rural areas, lack of basic facilities like no access to educational
achievement and the like. In this regard education is the impressive tool
that increases the livelihood option of the female masses in imperative
ways. Therefore, it should be recommended that given the priority for
female educational dynamics at community level by the provincial
government in order to enhance the socio-economic condition of the
female and also make them self-sufficient. In order to remove the poor and
rich differences and an operative-based formal education for female
education it is therefore recommended that need-based education should
be promoted at all levels. So as to develop the democratic norms of female
at all or community level for socio-economic acceleration, strengthening
her empowerment tool and economic opportunities, the female education
should be prompted so as to decrease the drop rate and recover the poor
net enrolment ratio aiming at increasing female literacy rate. Mega-
strategy about educational aspects as well as structural educational
changes are needed for females at all levels of education fields. Therefore,
it is recommended that a grim effort about effective educational
technology and outlook on female education should be promoted and
given top priority in this regard. So that to improve the intellectual ways of
females in the field of education towards her professional careers
development. Resistance to female education at community level should
be minimized. By the way, the prime contents of female education are
significantly imperative. Therefore, it is recommended that female
productivity in education circles should be promoted so as to achieve
female educational achievement at community level and also increase the
female literacy rate.
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Abstract:

This study examined the impact of the factors on women involved in the
politics of Baluchistan province. The study revealed that women's
participation played an essential role in politics for the betterment of
Baluchistan province. The study argues that full and equal participation of
women in political decision-making provides a balance that more
precisely reflects the composition of society and may, as such, improve the
legitimacy of political processes by creating them more democratic and
responsive to the concerns and perspectives of all segments of society.
Based on the data collected through interviews and questionnaires
analyzed on SPSS, the findings show that labor participation, functioning
of government, political culture, and overall political participation has a
positive relationship with women's political participation in Baluchistan.
The study recommended that the Baluchistan government engage political
players, especially political parties, to ensure that they actively involve
and appoint more women in their political structures.

Keywords: Women participation, Baluchistan, Political parties, Factors

Introduction:

Global restrictions prevent women from participating in politics in the
twenty-first century. Social difficulties become a barrier to the
advancement of women. The IPU poll indicates that in 2017, 23.6 percent
of women were worldwide. This underrepresented representation shows
how far women still have to travel to achieve political equality.
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Government efforts to boost women's engagement, including legislative
measures, are being made to facilitate women's equitable participation in
policies that support gender equality (Wilson, 2004). According to the
famed philosopher Aristotle, men are considered more excellent and
valuable than women in terms of sex distinctions. The rate at which the
gender quota is being adopted globally is astounding. The expansion of
women's influence in decision-making is a substantial policy change. The
main objective of the quota system is to promote female participation in
politics. Before barriers to women's participation in politics are removed, a
temporary quota is put in place to encourage women to get involved in
politics. There are guaranteed national or subnational quotas to ensure
gender in several developing nations globally. In many developed nations,
political parties have openly enacted a proportion that will empower
women in politics. Women can only be encouraged in politics if they have
political protection. Raising and encouraging women's participation in
politics is another way to overcome social impediments (Gutierrez et al.,
1988). Men and women often play different duties outside of the home
and in most societies. It restricts and controls the social mobility of
women. It appears that men have better performance training. Women
have depended on men since they lack resources outside the home, making
men the foundation of power in social, economic, and political realms.
Women play a tiny part in developing economic and social policies. Due
to their lack of interest in women's decision-making bodies, they cannot
voice their concerns or advance politics (Davi et al., 2002).

Women today represent politics in most of the world's nations and are
seen as the foundation of society. History reveals the crucial role that
women play in the advancement of society. We know women's
intellectual, religious, and political contributions to civilization. In
discussing the topic, it has been established that women's politics and
communal structure have helped them enter politics.

The academics gain great insight by discussing political women in Asia.
South Central Asia, South East Asia, Northern Asia, West Asia, and the
Middle East are the typical divisions of Asia one of the essential
continents in the globe in Asia. Pakistan, Bhutan, Nepal, India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Iran, Afghanistan, Turkmenistan,
and the Maldives are all South Central Asian nations. In Pakistan, there
are two legal systems: civil and Islamic. The Pakistani Constitution
prohibits discrimination based on gender, but this fair Sharia law
recognizes the equality of men and women. Due to institutional and
cultural barriers, women's participation in politics and at the national level
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was minimal in 2000 (Gupta, 2006). Women made up 20.6 percent of
Pakistan's 70th Assembly of Consultation Counselors after the 2013
elections.

Similarly, women were elected to the Nepali Panchayat in 2013's most
important elections for women's representation in South Asia, which took
place in Bhutan. These elections saw women win 176 seats out of 595 or
29.6 percent of the total. Four women held parliamentary seats in Bhutan,
making up 8.5% of the country's total 47 seats. In 2014, women in Sri
Lanka won 71, or 20.3%, of the 350 National House elections. According
to the 2015 parliamentary elections results, women only made up 5.8% of
politics in Sri Lanka, with 13 seats out of 225, and 5.9% of voters in the
Maldives' parliamentary elections in 2014.

There are some intriguing stats on Pakistani women politicians and their
roles (Bhattacharya, 2014). Men and women in Pakistan are treated
differently according to a wide range of metrics, including life expectancy,
school enrolment, literacy rates, and population ratios. However,
considerable changes in women's political participation have been seen
(Mumtaz & Shaheed, 1987). The most notable growth in political
participation among women has been in legislative bodies. This shift in
policy involvement can be attributed to several factors, including
Pakistan's legal obligations to the international community, the Committee
on Women to eliminate discrimination, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil & Political Rights.
These agreements from the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women
impacted Pakistan. In addition, the 1973 constitution of Pakistan has
significantly impacted women's advancement in politics. The Electoral
Commission (EC) Order of 2002, the Political Parties Decree of 2002, and
the Allowance of Reserved Seats to Females and Non-Muslims of the
National Assembly and Provincial Assemblies of 2002 are further factors
that have aided in the political engagement and empowerment of women.
Political systems have changed as a result of historical political framework
changes. In the past, different political systems have resulted in different
levels of women's participation and representation in national and
provincial assemblies (Minault, 1981).

Under military administration, the percentage of women participating in
local government politics increased to 33% in 2000. Political parties
nominated 34 women for office in the 2008 elections. Political parties
appointed 36 women in the 2013 presidential elections (Bano, 2009).
Similarly, 108 women ran for 272 seats in the National Assembly in 2013.
This number exceeds the 2008 election, which saw 76 women run for
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office (Hakim & Aziz, 1998). The least inhabited region of Pakistan is
Baluchistan. It is crucial to understand women's political engagement
because of the province's demographics and cultural outlook, which made
even the most miniature study of women in this region focus on core
principles. In the twenty-first century, women have established themselves
in society and collaborated effectively with men in all spheres of life.
Females still experience taboos, discrimination, and prejudice from the
male association due to their incapability in politics, which is regrettable.
One of the critical areas where they are seen as incompetent is politics.
However, outstanding female politicians have distinguished themselves in
politics. However, much work remains to be done to elevate the status of
female politics in society. Baluchistan, one of Pakistan's economically
underdeveloped provinces, falls far behind in empowering women overall.
Therefore, it is imperative to look into the roles played by female
politicians in Baluchistan.

Women's chances to actively participate in politics rely on the
opportunities the government gives them. Women's participation in these
chances is significantly impacted by the quota system for women (Naz,
2011). Women can hold national and local leadership positions thanks to
quota systems that elect women into political parties. With this voting
method, women had a more excellent opportunity to register to vote;
according to one survey, in 2013, over 37.6 million women registered to
vote, compared to 48.6 million men. In 2018, more women than ever
before will contest for elected and reserved seats in Pakistan's largest
province. 58 women are eligible for reserved seats, and 25 women can
vote in provincial and national elections. According to the Baluchistan
data from the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP), men still
outnumber women candidates six to one. The population in question is
still relatively small. More female representation in assemblies has
demonstrated how things will change and how the legislative body
functions for women. Even if more and more women are filling these jobs,
it is still difficult for women in Baluchistan to advance to positions of
authority and improve women's lives. When compared to other issues
affecting women, like working women's maltreatment, socioeconomic
underdevelopment, and low living standards, women are impacted by
these issues universally. Only 18 percent of Baluchistan women were
literate, according to the Pakistan Social and Living Standard
Measurement Survey, a figure that has not altered in decades. Nearly 75%
of women never went to school. It has the most significant proportion of
illiterate women anywhere in the world. The province's lack of adequate
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educational possibilities is one of the factors contributing to analphabetism
and social behaviors like underage marriage.

Early in the last decade, Baluchistan men's predominate worldview
prohibited women from entering politics. However, it can be shown that
more women participated in politics and were encouraged by the
responder and the increased government policies and equal possibilities to
run for office. Although it is lawful for women to participate in politics,
they are not considered when making decisions or receiving nominations
to run for office (Naz, 2011). If a woman is allowed to run for office, she
will have to overcome numerous obstacles to carry out her duties in the
field, including running election campaigns, soliciting assistance from
officers, and receiving support from coworkers.

This study intends to examine the crucial role played by Baluchistan's
female lawmakers in advancing women's rights in Pakistan's National
Assembly. This study asserts that women lawmakers in the parliamentary
lower house have appropriately contributed to resolving gender issues
based on an assessment of parliamentary discussions and parliamentary
relations. According to the findings, female politicians have been
exceptionally progressive House members because of their comparatively
strong support for legislation addressing women's issues. The article
highlights the critical role played by female lawmakers in the 13th
National Assembly (2008-18). In the National Assembly and Senate of
Baluchistan, women make up 33% of the membership. All the women
support, empower, and stand up for local women's rights. MNA Ms.
Rubina Irfan described the severe shortages of Baluchistan women
uniquely while addressing the International Conference on Women's
Rights. They are working for clean water, their schools, their security,
social welfare, and social work, making them articulate and, most
importantly, for their change in lives.

The female lawmakers work to raise the standard of health and education
for Baluchistan women. According to the educational data for women, the
province has a dismal track record for girls' education. 52 percent of
females and 81 percent of boys in 2014-15 did not finish elementary
school, respectively. Sixth, there are indications that male and female
enrollment at gross elementary education rates in Baluchistan differ
significantly.

Pregnancy is a time when many women pass away. In Baluchistan, 785 of
the 100,000 women have passed away, and 272 in the remainder of the
nation. Baluchistan has a high prevalence of waterborne infections due to
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poor water and sanitation infrastructure, insufficient waste management,
and inadequate waste disposal. Nearly 32% of the province's residents
have no access to basic medical services. A healthy population is crucial
for economic growth and utilizing labor force skills and capabilities. Due
to the lack of women in rural Baluchistan, health conditions are
worsening. Evaluating the position of women in the Baluchistan Province
and taking into account their ongoing projects under the direction of
female legislators is urgently needed. It will improve perceptions of
Baluchistan women and their social situation across the province.
Additionally, it will align with the roles played by political women and
their current standing.

Significance of the Study

The current study intends to provide in-depth information regarding the
role of female politicians in the politics of Baluchistan. The study would
fulfill the last gaps as no actual data has been investigated in the literature
that provides the information for this topic. Furthermore, the current study
would serve as evidence for future studies.

Research Objectives
The current study has the following objectives

e To identify the nature of politics driven by female politicians

e To investigate the barriers that adversely influence the status of
women in the politics of Baluchistan

e To identify the religious, cultural, social and economic, and
geographical factors that deprived the women of participating in
the political activities

Literature Review

Politics is an essential aspect of many aspects of human life. The existence
of states, how people interact, how decisions are made, and how disputes
are resolved are crucial. It might also consider how those choices are to be
made. In the words of Bentley et al. (1995), politics can be divided into
two categories: power analysis and conflict resolution. Michael Oakeshott,
a modern philosopher drawn to the Greek origins of politics, which refer
to state relations, defined politics simply as the structure of the state. Thus,
the issue of power and its distribution throughout communities is raised.
Most of the power still rests with the government and its agents.
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However, Henderson and Jeydel (2007) argue that political clout and
decision-making authority are fundamental requirements for every state
citizen, political contact "with life-affecting legislative systems, the
proactive involvement of people and groups." It addresses both making
decisions and taking oppositional action. The term "active involvement"
refers to conventional and unconventional political activity, including
petition signing, nonviolent protest, and illegal activity. As a result,
political participation is the voluntary action through which individuals try
to influence governmental decision-making.

United Nations publications state that individuals, groups, and
communities can choose their political systems, make decisions
collectively, and participate in democratic activities without fear of
compulsion. It is a foundational aspect of a consent-based democratic
society. More importantly, it helps people to fulfill their social
responsibility by participating in debates and viewpoint exchanges so that
the development process may address needs, particularly those of every
section of society. Women can participate in politics since it prevents them
from having the authority to make accurate decisions about the law,
according to Paxton et al. (2020). Before the 20th century, women from
other European nations had no right to participate in politics and did not
handle decision-making or public relations. Early in the 19th century,
Britain's electoral process was hardly democratic. Male adults cast adult
votes in the UK, and there were no provisions for fair and equal
representation. Only men were allowed to vote and be voted.

(2008) Briggs discusses the involvement of young women in politics.
Even though they are perceived as leaders due to their experience and
education, his research demonstrates that young women are less inclined
to pursue political leadership posts. The literature analysis also showed the
link between girls who can communicate with their elected officials in
both urban and rural settings and women's prominence as role models
inside the government. Another key finding of this literary analysis may
be civic education's crucial role in understanding young people's
nationality. Prior research on civic education concentrated on the cultural,
social, and local circumstances in which pupils behaved differently rather
than the diverse political systems in which it took place.

The study revealed that young women are less inclined to pursue policy
leadership, even if they possess the skills and education they characterize
as necessary for leadership. Young women are less likely to pursue
political leadership, but whether this is true is a question that the literature
does not adequately address. Furthermore, human rights, inclusive growth,
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and sustainable development are all critical to women's full and successful
political participation (OECD, 2018). To ensure equality of opportunity,
economic progress, peace, and democracy, as well as to incorporate
women's perspectives and experiences into decision-making processes,
women must actively participate in politics at all levels and on an equal
footing with men. However, Kumar (2018) asserts that women will
continue encountering barriers to political participation in the 21st century.
Women are underrepresented in parliament at every socio-political level
and have little influence over policy. The Millennium Departmental Goals
place equal treatment of women and men in positions of authority,
decision-making, and political engagement at the core of women's equality
and empowerment (United Nations, 2019). Conferences, standards, and
international agreements have encouraged gender mainstreaming tactics
for women's political engagement, but gender equality is still a ways off
(Morobane, 2014). Despite making up half of the world's population,
women only make up 23% of parliaments and senates today.

Whether women were empowered politically, economically, or culturally,
their advancement resulted in long-term gains for every community
(Harris, 2016). It has historically shown that if men and women
collaborate, they produce effective results in any industry. Women can
ultimately engage in decision-making, participate in cultural and economic
activities, and represent politics (Shah, Aziz, & Ahmad, 2015). When
women gained the opportunity to participate in the central and provisional
parliament, their political emancipation was demonstrated (Sohail, 2018).
Despite the long history of women in politics, it was once believed that
women should not engage in political activity. Women encountered
obstacles anytime they tried to participate in politics because they could
not complete any activity without the support and involvement of men and
were unfit to handle the demands of such activities. It may seem that only
those women in Pakistan who had a close relationship with political men
were empowered because the men also dictated how much and how little a
woman may engage in political activities there. After all, women were
discouraged and limited from doing so (Latif et al., 2015). Despite all the
barriers that prevented women from participating in politics in Pakistan,
they did so whenever they could be empowered and performed admirably.

Women from all the provinces of Pakistan participated in the federal
political parties in Pakistan. Only 20% of women in the Baluchistan
province, while women make up roughly 46% of the total population, are
active in political parties and serve in a representative capacity. Nearly 13
of the 20 percent of women who make up this group are lawmakers in the
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interim Assembly (Latif, Usman, Kataria & Abdullah, 2017). According
to research polls, 16 percent of female legislators launched their
businesses in the temporary assembly between 2015 and the present. Of
this 16 percent, approximately 9 percent of women established their
businesses independently. Baluchistan's women took an active role in the
interim assembly during the previous ten years; they passed several laws
addressing women's issues and actively addressed issues unique to
women, such as domestic abuse and job harassment (Shahid, 2017).

Gender discrimination is a significant barrier to women's empowerment
programs, and as a result of this discrimination, women have gained
various political posts due to the government's present policies (Sohail,
2014). With the introduction of a quota system, women now have a certain
number of seats in elections. This quota system allowed women to join
political parties and participate actively in politics. Women can hold
national and local leadership positions thanks to quota systems that elect
women into political parties. According to a survey, women had more
opportunities with this method of participation to register to vote, with
roughly 37.6 million women doing so in 2013 compared to 48.6 million
men (Yusuf, 2013). In some tribal communities where women live under
challenging conditions in Baluchistan, women actively participated and
had freedom in the temporary assembly. Even for the women's movement,
there are regional social norms in these tribal regions of Baluchistan. Due
to their lower pay than men in similar occupations, women's access to
necessary employment in these sectors was restricted (Shah et al., 2018).

The socio-cultural empowerment of men led to a decline in female
engagement in politics and education. In this regard, groups were also
established to lessen gender discrimination in Baluchistan; however, they
could not accomplish any duties or impact the problems that severely
harmed the women (Shah et al., 2018). Baluchistan's conservative customs
are hampered by the large gender gap, poor women's literacy rate,
unemployment, and high maternal mortality rate. Due to these gender
disparities, women in Baluchistan were deprived of all parts of life and
were unaware of their rights. They also lacked access to resources. It
explains why there is no historical evidence of Baloch women voting
votes (Shahid, 2017). The claim that women's involvement in Pakistani
politics is essential due to geographical and religious considerations was
supported by Awan and Zartashia (2015). Due to their poor literacy rate
depriving Baloch women of their fundamental rights, they cannot play a
crucial part in the development of society. Regulations and cultural
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practices favoring men and devaluing women in political, religious,
economic, and cultural spheres hurt the nation's development.

Furthermore, Latif et al. (2015) continue that women are devalued by the
restrictive economic environment and social and cultural standards. They
become less interested in politics as a result. Any woman who has
advanced in Pakistani politics in a country where politics is predominately
male has only done so because of her relationship with an influential male
politician who has granted her permission to participate in politics. If
women are not given the tools to succeed and are not given adequate
representation, all efforts to alter society will be in vain.

Theoretical Framework & Research Methodology

It is hypothesized that there is no impact of economic betterment on
political participation; the alternative hypothesis is the impact of economic
betterment, heterogeneity, operative government, human development
index, female labor, political culture, electoral process, and general
participation of women in political participation. The study's independent
variables are economic betterment, heterogeneity, operative government,
HDI, female labor, political culture, the electoral process, and general
participation, whereas the dependent variable is political participation. The
impact of the prediction variables is calculated on the dependent variable.

The data from the participants were gathered using a mixed-methods study
methodology. The results of any research are inferred more accurately and
dependably thanks to the quantitative and qualitative research designs. The
quantitative research design is the most legitimate and trustworthy data-
gathering method, which assesses the targeted construct in a numerical
figure (McHugh, 2012). Qualitative data offers comprehensive
information on any construct. Inferences from qualitative data have been
drawn using both primary and secondary data. The data were gathered
using a cross-sectional survey study approach. A cross-sectional research
design is an efficient method that offers comprehensive data regarding the
participants' opinions (Kugelman, & Hathway, 2011). The participant for
the study has been chosen using a practical sampling technique. A
participant who is simple to approach can be chosen using the practical
sampling technique, and finding the desired individual is simple. 100
female politicians in total were chosen as a study participant. SPSS
version 21 has been used to analyze the data.
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Results and Discussion
Demographic Profile of the Respondents

The table below represents the number of respondents' profiles,
such as age, qualification, gender, area of residence, party affiliation, and
position in the federation. The data shows that the majority (76%) of the
respondents were under the age of 35 years, while only fewer (24%) were
above 35 years. Those statistics represent the actual situation of the age of
female participation in Baluchistan politics. The qualification of the
respondents 42% of the students are from Matric, 23% are from Fsc/Bsc,
20% are from MA/MSC level, and only 15% are from MS level. Those
statistics represent the actual situation of the qualification of the students
at the university level. The respondents' residence shows that 32% live in
rural areas while 68% live in urban areas. The following statement was
about the respondents' political affiliation, indicating that 34 students are
affiliated with PTI, 25 students replied that they are affiliated with PMAP,
15 are from MMA, and 14 are from BAP. The next is about the political
affiliation position in the federation, with four responses each for
president, General Secretary, 14 for finance secretary, and 78 (78%)
member level of the respondents.

Variable Frequency Percentage
Age
26-30 35 35%
31-35 41 41%
36-40+ 24 24%
Total 100 100%
Qualification
Matric 42 42%
Fsc/Bsc 23 23%
MA/MSC 20 20%
MS 15 15%
Total 100 100%

Residence
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Rural 32 32%

Urban 68 68%
Total

Party Affiliation

PTI 34 34%
BAP 25 25%
PMAP 12 12%
MMA 15 15%
BNP 14 14%
Total 100 100%
Position

President 4 4%
G-Secretary 4 4%
Finance Secretary 14 14%
Member 78 78%
Total 100 100%

Table.1: Respondents' details
The Political Position of Women in the Election of 2018

In the last decade, there has been a fluctuating rate of women
participating in political parties. With time more women were enrolled in
the political parties compared to previous elections, and this fluctuation
can be seen in 2008 and 2013. In the 2013's elections, women acquired
more political seats, more than 20%, compared to the 2008 election. On
the other hand, the total number of selected women seats in the electoral
position of Pakistan in 2018 is listed in the table below, with an overall
48% PTI leading the election. Still, the place of women participants at the
national and provincial levels is not enough to represent Pakistan's overall
women's society. Therefore, the Pakistan government has to work on
policies to create more seats for women as reserved candidates and
encourage their role in the whole country, which also increases their
political participation at the general level.
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Party Name  General Reserved Total Percentage

PPPP 03 08 11 16%
PTI 03 29 32 48%
PMLN 01 16 17 25%
Others 01 07 08 12%

Table7: Election 2018 women

The appended figure shows the women's party-wise position in the 2018
election. Most seats were grabbed by the Pakistan Tehreek Insaf, with the
second position of Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz and the third position
Pakistan Peoples Party. A simple linear regression (SLR) analysis was
used to check the hypothesis and impact of economic betterment,
heterogeneity, operative government, human development index, female
labor, political culture, electoral process, and general participation of
women in political participation in political participation. The hypothesis
is accepted as the results show that the alpha value is less than 0.05. The
current study's findings showed a substantial correlation between women's
political participation and other variables, highlighting the importance of
their participation in the politics of the Baluchistan province. Women's
political engagement directly impacts the results of Baluchistan's
improvement. The level of political engagement directly affects how
diverse the political process is; the lower the level of female participation,
the more diverse the political process. Following discussion, most female
political activists believe that Baluchistan still lags behind other provinces
regarding women's political rights. The effective participation of women
in politics will rise if the election conditions are made accessible and fair,
stratifying the factors of political freedom. Most of the older data agree
with the findings of the current analysis.

The trend toward women's engagement is evolving and becoming more
significant, according to the OECD (2018). However, prejudice was found
with several of the barriers, including access to financial resources,
traditional social norms, and gender discrimination. Studies also show
that, even though women are exploited in electoral campaigns, their
opinions are not considered (Cheeseman & Dodsworth, 2019). They
cannot engage in politics because of the predicted lull following the
election campaigns. Because of these links, women are less likely to
participate in politics.
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Study participants also discussed the Baluchistan women's parliament
system. They believe that the stereotype of female legislators as the weak,
depressed women of the province is unfair. As was already indicated, the
province has been recognized as housing all poor women, allowing
women's programs and other initiatives to be launched by political
women. Additionally, as part of a planned strategy to solve the problems
faced by weak Baluchistan women, the women MPs successfully fought
for improved lives and rights for women in the senate, national assembly,
and provincial lodges. Additionally, according to the study's findings,
there was a statistically significant association between women's political
participation between 2008 and 2018. In countries like Pakistan, where
government activities are poorly administered, fewer women are likely to
be involved in politics. These results are logical given that if programs for
women are not implemented properly and efficiently, neither gender
equality nor women's political participation is enhanced or encouraged.
The vast majority of past studies agree with this topic of debate. Most
Pakistanis were involved in creating and implementing legislation and
regulations that successfully enhance gender equality. It is the most crucial
factor for women to participate in politics. It can also show how important
it is for women to get involved in politics to combat gender inequity and
change how people view women in society. When the government is
running smoothly, governance will be efficient. Equitable involvement by
all citizens in any nation is the cornerstone of democratic government and
human rights ideals. Women must be fairly represented and given
numerous chances to participate in all parts of governance (Hamandishe,
2018).

The human development index takes into account women's involvement in
politics. The findings indicate a solid yet contradictory relationship
between HDI and women's political participation. In other words, a
country with a high HDI will probably have many more women
participating in politics. All facets of society are expected to participate in
politics since development is defined. According to Garca, Brio, and
Victorio (2018), there is little evidence in the literature to indicate a link
between the percentage of women in parliament and economic growth.
Even though their country's economy may have improved, some elements
negatively correlate. The factors include societal gender inequality and
cultural (Kessa, 2015) (Kumari, 2014). Even in nations where they have
succeeded in other areas, such as equal access to jobs and education,
women still struggle to participate in politics (Kunovich et al., 2007).
Additionally, it has been seen that women's financial circumstances
improve; they devote more time to family responsibilities and other

115



relevant activities and spend less time on other activities, such as politics
(Kassa, 2015). On the other hand, given the make-up of their families and
the male-dependent character of their culture, it makes sense that Baloch
people do not deliberately participate in politics despite earning more
money from it. Women depend on their male partners or family members
for financial support; claim Seyedeh, Hasnita, and Hossein (2010). They
choose not to participate in politics or political campaigns as a result.
According to Kassa (2015), women's economic dependence on men
causes them to participate in politics. Women's employment in politics
was the subject of the following analysis. There is a stronger connection
between political activity and labor force participation in other countries.
According to Kassa, employment gives women the financial
independence, expertise, and self-assurance they need to engage in politics
(2015). Because of this, financial independence has a significant impact on
and is closely connected with women's political participation. Because of
jobs, women are less dependent on men. Without obstacles or limitations,
their political participation will rise (Kassa, 2015). Next, the study's
sample acknowledged and discussed the political culture. Political culture
and women's participation in politics are connected. According to
Ndirangu, Onkware, and Chitere (2017), the democratic culture promotes
women's involvement in politics, whereas the hierarchical culture
discourages it.

Additionally, these cultures impact how much women participate in
national politics. Because of their firmly entrenched attitudes of control,
women enter politics more slowly than males do. However, the younger
generation is becoming more politically engaged due to industrialization,
removing cultural barriers, and changes in attitudes (Ndirangu et al.,
2017).

Women's political participation and public opinion are closely intertwined.
This factor is also considered; in other words, nations with higher political
participation rates among women are likely to have higher political
participation rates overall. When all citizens, including women, actively
participate in public discourse, elect representatives, and join political
parties, democratic institutions flourish (Economist Intelligence Unit,
2017). Without this extensive, ongoing engagement, democracy weakens
and becomes the preserve of small, elite groups, especially in institutions
run and dominated by men.
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Conclusion

Baluchistan, one of Pakistan's five provinces, is one of the least developed
due to the traditional beliefs of the Baloch communities. Baluchistan
women find it extremely difficult to participate in political campaigns
because it is not seen as a part of their regional tradition and is also
disapproved by their own families (Aamir, 2015). Issues like the
significant gender disparity, the high maternal death rate, the poor
employment rate, and the low literacy rate of women put a strain on
Baluchistan's strict traditions. Baluchistan's gender inequality prevented
women from knowing their rights and prevented them from accessing
resources in all areas of life. It explains why there is no historical
documentation of Baloch women voting (Shahid, 2017). This study
investigated and concluded the contribution of female Baluchistani
legislators to the advancement of women's rights in Pakistan's National
Assembly. This study asserts that women lawmakers in the parliamentary
lower house have appropriately contributed to resolving gender issues
based on an overview of parliamentary conversations with the selected
sample of the study and parliamentary interactions. The results show that
female MPs have been extraordinarily progressive House members due to
their comparatively significant support for legislation addressing women's
issues. The report emphasizes the significant contribution made by female
legislators in the 13th National Assembly (2008-2018).
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Abstract:

This research was determining and identifying the socio-economic factors
of higher and primary education dynamics in Balochistan, Pakistan based
on gender. Cross-sectional design was used. 100 respondents were
selected from (Mastung) Balochistan 50 from each tehsil. Cronbach’s
alpha program was 0.73, 0.71 respectively. Descriptive statistics was
run. Null hypotheses were tested and operationalized based on p<0.05
significant level. SPSS software was used. Results depicted that 43% of the
respondents fell into the up to 30 years. More than half (56%) of the
respondents were male. Majority 52% of the respondents engaged in
married status. Following recommendations put forward for policy-
makers and educationists. Budget allocation, especially primary to high
level, should be increased by the government of Balochistan as per
international standards so as to improve the children's educational level.
Due to the load shedding the education sector is affected. In this regard
entire primary to high level schooling should be shifted to the solar system
so that to get rid of load shedding so that to meet the international
education standards. Mostly in the entire province the school boundary
walls and CCTV cameras installation should be made so that to retain the
security system effectively in both primary and high level. For teacher’s
capacity building programs and in-service-training should be arranged by
the Education Department. Linkage mechanism or liaison program
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between industries and academia should be practiced so that to promote
the capable students for the job market.

Keywords: School, Primary Education system, Socio-economic factors,
Balochistan

Introduction

Education is the major segment for human development and responsible
for the enhancing the socio-economic circumstances for human either
locally or nationally or globally. Education is the most prime human rights
that may arise in human nation development. In recent periods the
educational edge has eliminated the social evils, injustice in communities,
gender-based violence, venality and the like in civilized socialites around
the world (GoP, 2020-21). Viable socio-economic development either in
qualitative aspects or quantitative features directly or indirectly reflects the
positive impacts through using the education and skill development
ventures so as to develop the human livelihood option for betterment.
Hence, the educational aspects make effective tools for advancement for
desirable productivity and perfect socio-economic ailments (GOP, 2020-
21). Socio-economic progress and livelihood acceleration are the part and
parcel aspects for educational development that could be bringing the
anticipated prosperity at country level. Report on UNDP compiled 2019
documents regarding the Human Development Index (HDI) ranking, the
country has ranked at one hundred fifty-two among 189 countries relating
with educational and human indexes. Country has lagged behind its
educational goals and achievement as compared to their neighboring
countries; in this regard the country has a 57 percent literacy rate which
was the lowest rate of the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC). However, on the other hand, the 22.7% primary
school dropout rate was another lowest education rate. These primary
school dropouts are third highest rates even after Nepal and Bangladesh.
Therefore, it was dire challenging need to improve their higher and
primary educational literacy rate for formative learning (GOP, 2020-21).

Socio-economic Factors

Socio-economic relative factors are divided into three portions or sub
strata based on the diverse social unit, different category, as well as
geographic region strata. Socio-economic factors consist of (a) the higher
category or class (b) the central category or class, and (c) the minor
category or class. However, on the opposite side similar sorts of classes
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are developed like lower, middle and upper stratum (Saunders, 1990).
Socio-economic classes are the imperative for the people's values and
norms and also a necessary component (Mallinson, 2007). Further the
socio-economic relative factors based on attributed characteristics like
gender and race (Anthias, 2001). While, the prime and imperative segment
of the wusual criterion of socio economic measurement was their
stratification based on their general objectives and related methodology
(Duncan, 1961 and Kumar and Reddy, 2013). Socio-economic status and
their index have the imperative aspects in this effort. However, the
socioeconomic status and their index were determined based on the
diverse socio-economic indicators as reported by the Gaur, (2013).
Preliminary socio-economic status in this regard were consisted following
variables like educational dominoes, age composition, gender nature,
house unit structure, respondent’s occupation, monthly revenue or income,
land holding size, respondent’s social contribution participation, marital
status and the like within both heterogeneous and homogeneous groups in
society (Tiwari and Kumar, 2005). Based on nine (9) major indicators that
depict the prime socio-economic cataloging or arranging like background
in social order, major likelihood and profession of household unit head,
formal schooling or education level of the household head, social
participation in both aspects like qualitative and quantitative dynamics of
the family head, unis of landholding size, pattern of the housing both
paved or unpaved, farm level and their manual power both by machinery
or manual as performed by the respondents, material belongings as well as
sorts of family (Pareek, 1981). In addition, the socio-economic level of the
household’s units is determined by using the income or revenue process,
family amenities and ownership of the family. Living standard method is
erected on diverse domestic assets as well as physical characteristics of the
individualities grounded on kind of household, particular/ lent household,
ownership of farming land of their dwelling, dampened property,
ownership of livestock and the like (Bollen, et al, 2001).

Problem Statement and Significance

Women played an imperative role in agriculture, livestock, social sector as
well as cottage industry. Female roles in our communities are very limited
and restricted due to the social and rigid tribal societies. Females are a
vulnerable portion of our community and socially abused in our rigid
society. As compared to their male counterpart’s females are deprived of
their special right of being educated. On the other hand, females denied
her socio-economic opportunities (Hassan, 2008). Therefore, the current
study was carried out in Mastung district of Balochistan so as to measure
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the socio-economic aspects of higher and primary education dynamics
regarding gender-based outlook at district level.

Objectives of Research

In this research has following specific objectives:

1. To estimate the direction of socio-economic factors of the respondents
in the study area.

2. To depict or portray socio-economic factors linked with primary and
higher education dynamics in study areas.

3. To explore the constraints of primary and higher education dynamics
that affects the socio-economic factors of the respondents as being either
heterogeneous or homogeneous group/strata.

4. To develop the prototypical recommendations for future policy
implications regarding primary and higher education dynamics for
planner, educators and policy-makers in the lines/directions of
convergence or divergence.

Hypotheses Tested

Following null hypotheses were operationalized as mention in results
chapter:

Hpl. There is no significant variance in the acuities of respondents
regarding socio-economic factors linked with primary and higher
education dynamics.

Hp2. There is no significant variance in the acuities of respondents
regarding constraints of primary and higher education dynamics. In this
research the hypotheses were used so as to detected the perceived
perception of the respondents about variable constructs.

Methodology

Research design is a comprehensive set of any plan that might evolve the
philosophical connotation within contextual aspects, directional
stratagems of investigation with the precise means (Creswell, 1994; De
Vaus, 2001; and Paul and Ormrod, 2013). Quantitative facts, figures and
statistics were used in this research. In this research a sample survey
research design was applied and carried out so as to deliver the
quantitative narrative of current educational trends, respondents'
perceptions.  Their attitudes towards educational achievement,
respondent’s opinions and the like (Babbie, 2010; and McMillan and
Schumacher, 2001). Cross-sectional design was used so as to capture the
respondent’s perception based on valid questionnaires at field setting
outlook by using the techniques of structured interviews (Creswell, 2009;
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and Creswell, 2012). Current effort was carried out or conducted in
Mastung district of Balochistan province. One hundred (100) respondents
were selected from the district (Mastung). However, (50) form tehsil
Mastung and similar, 50 from tehsil Kirdgap in order to determine and
identify the perceived perception of the respondents in various socio-
economic variables. In this research multistage sampling technique was
used for districts selection (Sekaran, 1992; and Babbie, 2004). On the
other hand, 5-point Likert scaling technique was applied so as to measure
the socio-economic factors related with educational dynamics.
Quantitative data was gathered by using the sample survey research.
Whenever, the analysis unit consists of the individual persons this was the
most effective method and also applicable in the educational circle. On the
other hand, this method was used in various developmental organizations,
groups or people communities and the like. Asking questions was another
appropriate technique in this research (Checks and Schutt. 2012). In this
research the cross-sectional research design was applied for quantitative
data so as to measure the relations and links among and between diverse
variables (Kothari, 2004; and Johnson, 2016). The range of Cronbach’s
alpha program was 0.73, 0.71 respectively (Lyons, 2005; Davis, 1992; and
Nunnally & Bernstein, 1994). Eye-to-eye communication was applied for
valid information collection. Descriptive statistics was run and applied.
Further, frequency, percentage or % tables (contingency), graphs, mean
score, SD, f-value were measured by using the SPSS. Further, independent
variable and dependent variable measured by using the Statistical Package
for Social Sciences (SPSS) based on p<0.05. Null hypotheses were tested
and operationalized based on p<0.05 significant level (Creswell, 1998). T-
test was usedin this regard based on p<0.05 (Chaturvedi, 1970) by using
the SPSS (Barzun & Graff 1990). Alpha level will be considered
significant atp<0.05. DMRT test was also applied based on p<0.05
(Chaturvedi, 1970).

Results

Socio-economic factors of the respondents were major independent
variables. In this regard the data was collected at field level. Therefore, the
socio-economic factors remain as prime variables in this research (Abuzar,
2003). Further, on the other hand, socio-economic factors of the
participant are imperative as the organization of the livelihood effects as
well as the imperative elements within terms of the decision-making
dynamics of the respondents (Phiri, 2009). Hence this research was carried
out to find out the socio-economic factors of higher and primary education
dynamics in Balochistan: gender-based outlook.
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Figure-1: Age of the respondents

| Up to 30 years
M 31 to 40 years

W 41 to 50 years

51 and above

The results of age were shown that most 43% of the respondents fell into
the up to 30 year followed by 33 percent of interviewees or respondents

who were aged 31 to 40 years respectively. While 16% of interviewees
fell into the 41 to 50 years’ age category.

Figure-2: Educational level of the respondents

B Metric level of education

M Intermediate level of
education

B Graduate level of
education

Master level of education

Most 34% of the respondents were matriculate or having the matriculation.
While, most of interviewees i.e., 27.0 percent of the respondents have
formal education in public institutions. Whereas, 23.0% of the respondents
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have a graduate level of education. A miniature fraction i.e., 16.0 percent
of the interviewees holding master level of education.

Figure-3: Gender status of the respondents

44

MALE FEMALE

Based on segregated data as collected by field level through using the
comprehensive questionnaire as shown in figure-3. Based on household
units the gender level or status were distributed. More than half (56%) of

the respondents were male followed by 44% of the respondent’s female
respectively.

Figure-4: Marital status of the respondents

| ° 8
Single status  Married Divorced Widowed Separated
status status status status
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Majority 52% of the respondents engaged in married status. While, 30%
of them preferred to live as unmarried and did not get married. However,
5-7-6% of the respondents remained divorced, widowed and separated
respectively.

Figure-5: Socio-economic position of the respondents

Any other please
(specify), 9
Upper|position ,

10

ANY OTHER PLEASE (SPECIFY)
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UPPER POSITION 4
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MIDDLE POSITION

LOWER POSITION

Socio-economic position of the respondents was categorized into four
levels like lower, middle, upper and other. In this regard the data was
collected. Majority (47.0%) of them belonged from lower family classes
and their socio-economic situation was miserable and very poor. Most
304% of the respondents belonged from middle family classes.
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Table-1: T-test regarding professional training as received by
respondents

Mastung tehsil Kirdgap tehsil Std.
Training Err: t Sig*

M.S. S.D. M.S. S.D. o value

Diff.

Professional | 5 3500 | 137678 | 1.7600 | 95959 | 23733 | 2.360 | .003*
training
Capacity )
building 2.1200 | 1.06215 | 2.7000 | 1.41782 | 25053 | . o | .001**
programs '
Skill ]
development | 2.0400 | 96806 | 25400 | 128110 |.22708 | ., | .021**
training )
In-service 2.9200 | 1.22624 | 2.0800 | 1.06599 | .22978 | 3.656 | .029*
trainings
Others (please | 5 g0 | 133110 | 2.7000 | 129756 | 26289 | - 4TINS
specify) 2.434

Rating: [1=Strongly disagree, 2=Disagree, 3= Neutral, 4=Agree, 5= Strongly agree
*p<0.05; **p<0.05;

Significant variation was observed regarding the professional training as
received by the respondents as shown in table-1 by using t-test (Equality
of Means). However, in this regard the mean scores and standard deviation
find out regarding the professional training as received by respondents.

= Professional training (t-valve 2.360; S.E. Diff:
.23733);

= Capacity building programs (t-valve -2.315; S.E.
Diff: .25053);

= Skill development training (t-valve -2.202 S.E.D
Diff: .22708); and,

= In-service trainings (t-valve -3.656; S.E.D. Diff:
.26289);

These all statements about the professional training as received by the
respondents were shown significant based on 0.05 alpha level.

However, on the other hand, statement regarding:
= Others (t-valve -2.434; S.E. Diff:.26289) was non-
significant based on assumption as received from
the diverse respondents based on 0.05 level.

Therefore, it was concluded that inconsistencies regarding view were
occurring among respondent’s perceptions as group-wise.
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Null hypotheses tested

Hpyl.

“There is no significant variance in the acuities of respondents about
regarding socio-economic factors linked with primary and higher
education dynamics”

Table-2: T-test regarding socio-economic factors linked with primary
and higher education dynamics

Activities Mastung tehsil Kirdgap tehsil E‘:ri " Sig*

links M.S. S.D. M.S. S.D. Diff value

Parents

education 1.260 44309 2.420 1.5660 .2301 5040 | 000%*

level 0 0 9 7

Parents socio-

cconomic 2.520 1.7984 2.400 1.0101 99171 41 000+
.. 0 1 0 5 1

condition

Nature of 2.780 1.2823 3.140 1.2618 | 36000 | - .835N

gender 0 8 0 4 |- 1.415 | S

Environmenta 1.080 3.240 1.8578 | - - s

I factors o | 904 0 0 | 2.16000 | 8.087 | 090

Others (please | 2.720 1.2460 2.380 1.2918 977N

specify) 0 5 0 9 .34000 1.339 S

Rating: 1=Strongly disagree, 2=Disagree, 3= Neutral, 4=Agree, 5= Strongly agree
*p<0.05; **p<0.05;

Results of the table-2 depicted that highly statistically significant
differences were observed by using the independent simple t-test about
socio-economic factors linked with primary and higher education
dynamics as a grouping. Whereas, SD and MS measured.

= Parents education level (t-valve 5.040; S.E. Diff:
23017);

= Parents socio-economic condition (t-valve .411;
S.E. Dift: .29171); and

= Environmental factors (t-valve -8.087; S.E. Diff: -
2.16000).

These all statements were found highly at (p <0.05) regarding the socio-
economic factors linked with primary and higher education dynamics.
However, another statements as a major factor like nature of gender and
other were observed non-significant at (p <0.05) by using the t-test
(Equality of Means)
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Consequently, it was concluded that the null hypothesis Ho was rejected in
the favor of the alternative hypothesis as group-wise about socio-
economic factors linked with primary and higher education dynamics.

Hy2.

“There is no significant variance in the acuities of respondents about
regarding constraints of primary and higher education dynamics”

To test this hypothesis this research was carried out.

Table-3: T-test regarding primary and higher level of educational
constraints

Primary and Mastung tehsil Kirdgap tehsil
higher level Std.
of Err: Sig*
educational M.S. S.D. M.S. S.D. Diff value

constraints

Education
without 1.6600 51942 1.9000 .81441 | -.24000
direction

1.757 473NS

Lack of
professional | ) 750 | 154193 | 2.8800 | 1.70999 | -.18000 . | 25INS
development 333

of teachers

Alarming

2.3800 | 1.10454 | 2.3400 | 1.27151 | .04000 | .168 | .587NS
dropouts

Lack —of 1 9800 | 1.28556 | 2.0200 | 1.03982

- *
resources .04000 171 | .007

Cultural
constraints
and 2.3600 98478 2.6800 1.13281 | -.32000
traditional
taboos

1,507 .102NS

Rating: [=Strongly disagree, 2=Disagree, 3= Neutral, 4=Agree, 5= Strongly agree
*p<0.05; **p<0.05;

This study determined the constraints of primary and higher education
dynamics in Mastung district as shown in table-3. Based on the achieved
outcome this research depicted that only one statement like lack of
resources (M = 1.9800 “Mastung tehsil, M = 2.0200 “Kirdgap tehsil”) was
significant based on alpha level developed for this purpose (p <0.05).
However, that statements like education without direction (M =
1.6600“Mastung tehsil, M = 1.9000 “Kirdgap tehsil”), lack of professional
development of teachers (M = 2.7000 “Mastung tehsil, M = 2.8800
“Kirdgap tehsil”), alarming dropouts (M = 2.3800 “Mastung tehsil, M =
2.0200 “Kirdgap tehsil”), (M = 1.9800 “Mastung tehsil, M = 2.0200
“Kirdgap tehsil”), and cultural constraints and traditional taboos (M =

131




2.3600 “Mastung tehsil, M = 2.6800 “Kirdgap tehsil”) were found non-
significant.

Therefore, the null hypothesis Ho was rejected in the favor of the
alternative hypothesis as group-wise about constraints of primary and
higher education dynamics.

Table-4: DMRT test regarding perceived improvement

Variables Male teachers Female teachers Educators Sio*
M.S. SD. M.S. SD. M.S. SD. &

Socio-

economic 1.8250 2.1429 | 4936 | 2.8800 | 1.0535 | .000%

. | 84391 . b

improveme 6 7| *

nt

Education 1.9500 | 1.0114 | 2.0571 | .4815 | 3.4400 | 1.0832 | .000*

lmproveme a 7 a 9 b 1 %

nt

*p<0.05; **p<0.05;

DMRT was run by applying the SPSS output in this research as shown in
table-4. The result depicted variables like socio-economic improvement
(MS 1.8250 p<0.05; and SD = 15.783¢) for male teachers. While, (MS
2.1429: p<0.05; and SD = .49366) for female teachers whereas, (MS
49366 p<0.05; and SD = .2.8800b) for educators respectively. On the
other hand, variables like education improvement (MS 1.9500- p<0.05;
and SD = 1.01147) for male teachers. Whereas, (MS 2.0571+ p<0.05; and
SD = .48159) for female teachers whereas, (MS 3.4400° p<0.05; and SD =
.3.4400%) for educators respectively. Therefore, it was concluded that
discrepancies and differences did not exist between the variables as group-
wise regarding perceived improvement based on p.<.05 alpha level by
using the DMRT.

Summary and Recommendations

Education is the fundamental tool for developing the nation and their
socio-economic conditions. Education dynamics mat increased the
economic feature, political vision, social direction, psychological aspect,
ethical values and the like. Education is the major socio-economic drivers
as well as polished the human being skill, attribution and attitude of any
nation in dynamic ways. Our entire education system outmoded and did
not fulfill the world standard education system and doesn’t meet the fast-
changing technology driven world requirement. Hence, our education
system needs to change so as to meet the world education system.
Therefore, following recommendations this research put forward for
policy-makers, educationists, educational thinkers, educators or
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researchers as well as common people. Budget allocation, especially
primary to high level, should be increased by the government of
Balochistan as per international standards so as to improve the children's
educational level. Due to the load shedding the education sector is
affected. In this regard entire primary to high level schooling should be
shifted to the solar system so that to get rid of load shedding so that to
meet the international education standards. Mostly in the entire province
the school boundary walls and CCTV cameras installation should be made
so that to retain the security system effectively in both primary and high
level. For teacher’s capacity building programs and in-service-training
should be arranged by the Education Department so that to improve the
teacher’s education skills and their professional development. There are
various political and bureaucratic influences in the educational sector in
this regard, their role should be minimized at all levels. In the education
sector the system of accountability should be strengthened at all levels.
Socio-economic or income generation programs should be encouraged so
that to improve the livelihood options of the school children on a parent's
collective basis. At school level the minor level of research should be
promoted by educationists. Linkage mechanism or liaison program
between industries and academia should be practiced so that to promote
the capable students for the job market. And inception, creation or
introduction of the vocational and technical education system at high level
schooling.
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Abstract:

This study delves into the complex statistical factors of women's political
participation in Baluchistan, the largest and most diverse province in
Pakistan. While there are constitutional imperatives and international
obligations to advance the status of women, great barriers block the
participation of women in the political sphere. This study uses a mixed-
methods approach to explore the motives, experiences, and challenges
related to women, collection mixed method data through semi-structured
interviews, focus group discussions, and surveys. The results suggest a
multi-faceted range of reasons why women go into politics, which includes
a value system grounded in a social justice ethos, a lived experience of
discrimination by contest, as well as a desire to contribute to community
advancement. Yet hefty challenges in the form of gender discrimination,
social norms, intimidation, and a lack of safe environments remain. Such
barriers are then overcome by women through support networks,
education, and proactive advocacy. Their participation will greatly
influence the formation of policy and community representation as well as
local governance, encouraging inclusivity and serving as a good example
to the younger generations.
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Introduction:

Baluchistan is the largest province of Pakistan, consisting of 44 distinct
districts and a population exceeding 8 million, layered with a multitude of
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cultural, traditional and socioeconomic landscapes. Against this backdrop
there is little wonder that women’s' political engagement is considered a
key element of accountable governance and gender equality, and an
essential prerequisite towards sustainable development. Baluchistan has
either failed to understand that the world has changed and neither it nor
has a political structure that reflects the realities of global gender
mainstreaming notwithstanding constitutional realities and international
obligations to advance the cause of women, women political participation
is a bit of an enigma.

Purpose of Research

This paper takes the reader through a phenomena exploration about what
complex dynamics underlie the political participation of women in
Baluchistan and what kind of role the civil society organisations have
played in facilitating it. Our work, stretching into uncharted landscapes,
aims to address enduring knowledge deficits, to help policymakers and
program developers and advocates choose evidence to increase the
political power of women in Alberta, nudging our powers-that-be towards
more inclusive governance.

Contextual Background

The traditional patriarchy largely prevailing in the historical narrative of
Baluchistan has historically confined women to the home arena where
they would deal with their domestic affairs and staying away from social
and public life means. By their association with poverty and resource
deprivation and supplemented by socio-economic disparities, these deep-
sedentary gender dynamics perpetuate systemic inequalities that wrangle
the essence that women's voices of political agency reach.

Identifying Research Gap

Up to now, some academics have published piecemeal studies on the
women in Baluchistan politics, but no overall research work has been
done. Other materials furnish incomplete information and uneven analysis
of the complex interaction among socio-cultural, political and economic
forces that determine how women choose political routes in the province.

Research Questions and Objectives

To fully understand the multifaceted challenges Baluchistan's women face,
we embarked on an expansive examination focusing on several pivotal
inquiries:
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What sociocultural and political dynamics in their society strangle
females' capacity to engage in governance?

What precise hindrances barricade women's access to prospects for
direction and their participation in leadership?

How do civic collectives function as accelerants to amplify the calls of
political women in Baluchistan?

What practical strategies can be envisioned to reinforce females'
empowerment across all territories of impact within the province?

In accordance with these lines of questioning, the twin aims of our
research are to uncover the hidden elements stifling women's involvement
in political matters and to shine a light on avenues to cultivate their active
part in the political domain.

Addressing the Problem Statement

The notable scarcity of feminine figures gracing Baluchistan's political
domain serves to contravene ideals of impartial gender incorporation as
well as weaken the basis for incorporating administration and persistent
progress. It is vital to address this scenario head-on as doing so will
facilitate the development of interventions and policy strategies that are
geared towards removing the barriers that prevent women from being
politically empowered. There is an urgent need to improve the
administrative and sociocultural mechanisms to enhance the participation
of women by raising awareness of women’s rights and creating an
environment that is conducive for their involvement in all aspects of
public endeavor on Nikah?

Scope and Significance

This study investigates the multilayered array of conditions that dictate the
level of women’s political engagement in Baluchistan. It provides a
comprehensive overview of the problems, challenges and options. The
findings are designed to benefit related entities in every excluded
organization at a governmental or grass root level to expand their limited
knowledge and put the basis for seismic shifts and a more inclusive and
just political environment disadvantaged category.

Literature Review

The vastness of Baluchistan calls for in-depth analysis of women’s
political participation within the area. This literature review specifically
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looks at the sociocultural, political, institutional determinants that affect
women’s political involvement. The existing literature has been reviewed
and synthesized on a wide range of the related issue to determine what
such works have in common. Gaps in such works are also determined.
Further, the analysis provides a basis for looking at the different ways in
which the governance to be made inclusive can be achieved through
women empowerment. This is crucial given that only by diving deep into
the analysis can the complexities involved in the women’s social and
political involvement be understood. This review specifically weaves the
enriched understanding derived from cross-referencing the works
reviewed to show some pathways leading toward the inclusive polity
through women empowerment within the area.

Socio-Cultural Dynamics and Women’s Political Participation

Baluchistan’s complex historical background has played a role in
marginalizing women in the political scene. Ahuja writes, for instance,
that biases against women have restricted their ability to participate in
political matters in Baluchistan. Further, as Ahmed notes, the roles created
mainly due to the communal customs and traditions have made it almost
impossible for women to meet with people outside their homes. Moreover,
the absence of a common educational background they can share among
themselves makes the matter more urgent- how else can physical
participation of any significance be unveiled? Besides, given that it is the
Baluchistan tribal organizations that create the societal organization here,
the question arises as to how they shoulder the patriarchy burden of them
not joining any political institution when that prime root-and when thean
of the tribes get scant representation in political forms. The question, thus,
arises as to how the interplay between tribal systems and patriarchal
prejudices leads to women being locked out from participating in politics.
Al-Amin postulates that it is time a uniting framework was developed to
destroy these roadblocks for no one, man or woman in Baluchistan should
be objectified. He maintains that it is time for all human beings to be
granted the unlimited potential for growth to fully manifest their
humanness.

Political Barriers and Challenges

In addition to the sociocultural aspects, the women’s ability to get
politically involved in decision-making also faces strong political barriers.
Ali‘s 2020 is a case in point. He writes that issues such as resource
scarcity and unfair electoral system have combined efforts to limit women
chances in case they front any candidate for the election, hence making
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them weaker political stakeholders. Further, as Nasir’s 2018 observes,
there are systematic laws and election frameworks that institutionalize
biases that favour men. This, thus, points to the significance of the need to
reform the legislation to ensure that women have the same chances they
can have as men in the political world. Moreover, the hurdles that many
women face are inherently patriarchal-rooted due to the party politics
conditions. As both Khattak & Baloch and Maria observe, politically
established cabals continue to lock women out of acquiring a foothold in
the political scene and apotheosis them based on internalized cabals.
Further, as we attempt to create a good governance-oriented political
world, it is necessary for these internal dynamics to be fought against for
sake of a more equal political arena whose fruits all, both men and women
can benefit from.

The Role of Civil Society Organizations

Therefore, it is evident that given the dynamism of the issue and
hindrances to transformative policy and governance, civil society
organizations who are the main frontrunners to the process of women’s
political ambidexterity in Baluchistan. Likewise, the activities of the
female organizations that according to Khan and Rahman are part of the
civil society organizations and claim an institutional support of policies
which adapt gender perspectives; and the labour of front liners in the
government boards of gender, and others is contributing to an extent of
101% full support to women politicians and others within their home
domains have become far reaching and ventured into untraditional venues
of facilitating the closing of the consistency gap which appear inherently.
Understandably, Igbal and Malik posit, long term joint usership between
the civil society organizations and the forces of the government or any
home occupancy and community leaders is a vital shift in the paradigm
that will ensure shift in paradigm that will make change be part of the
change for centuries, while Ahmed et al. also reiterate, creation of change
by CSO partnered government bodies creates alternative avenues from
which policies of gender may be mainstreamed as a governmental system
of governance. Not to mention leaning on their potential and networks the
CSOs fuse the voices and propel women’s voices more than before, and in
other words they propel the institutions which adopt PR justice in political
law and governance.

Towards Actionable Strategies for Empowerment

Further understanding about women's political participation in Baluchistan
can be results for reference. It means that Khan (2021) advocates for
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capacity-building programs targeted primarily at women so they acquire
the skills and knowledge required to effectively traverse political spaces.
Similarly, legislative reforms such as quota systems or other ways of
altering elections in favor of equal representation for women under such
circumstances (Malik & Hussain 2019). Moreover, creating an
environment in political parties where women leaders can grow is
essential for both fostering female talent and fighting against gender
prejudice. This means that training programs and internships performed
within political organizations will help break down the many obstacles
confronting women in politics (Khattak & Baloch 2016). Also, promoting
collaboration among civil society organizations (CSOs), government
agencies and political actors on a shared agenda for gender-inclusive
governance is indispensable (Nasir, 2018).

Research Methodology

Participants: A purposive sampling technique was adopted to select key
informants who had experience reflecting on or in activities to promote
women’s political participation. The participants included women
politicians, community leaders, activists and a host of ordinary folk.

Research Setting

The investigation was conducted in Baluchistan Province, Pakistan, taking
account of urban as well as rural areas in an effort to reflect different
perspectives.

Data Collection: The main methods adopted in data collection were semi-
structured interviews and focus group discussions (FGDS).

Data Collection Instruments:

Thematic Analysis: Thematic analysis, a widely used qualitative method
(Boyatzis, 1998) that is particularly effective when the researcher is
exploring uncharted territory; was applied to find and develop both
patterns of thought modes out from the data within participants' heads too.

Findings & Analysis

This section of the chapter focuses on participants’ accounts and narrations
of their experiences and perspectives of women’s political involvement.
Through the narratives, the section seeks to establish the issues that lead
women into politics, their vision in the field, and the sophisticated
problems they encounter at both personal and social levels.
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Sources of Political Participation

The analysis of participants’ narrations shows a range of the sources of
women’s passion towards active political participation. While some are
devoted to social justice and community interests, other ladies pursue
politics as a way of addressing the personal matters of discrimination
based on gender. Economic gains, self-recognition, and community
obligations have also been enlisted.

Participants’ Quotes: Activist participant A shares, “Seeing the disparities
women face in our society fueled my determination to bring about change.
Politics became a means to advocate for equal opportunities and challenge
the status quo”. Participant B, a women’s rights advocate adds, “I envision
a Baluchistan where women are active decision-makers, shaping policies
that truly reflect the needs of our communities. I want to pave the way for
other women to follow”.

Challenges at Personal and Societal Levels

The narratives of the participating women also provide the notions of their
personal and social life with which they connect their participation. In the
first case, these problems include the difficulties of taking political
challenges head on and proper combining their political lives whilst their
family activities. Speaking about the challenges ladies meet socially, these
are the inferior position of women in the current appropriated with
unequally low wages and the stigma of pets with a concern for political
activity among men and women.

Though the participants manifest a high sense of commitment towards
political participation, they bring out the personal and societal challenges
that they face in the process through their responses. As such, societal
expectations evidently put pressure on women due to the norms that forbid
them from delving into the public domain. Therefore, the resistance from
immediate family members and the society is the first challenge that the
participants faced. Kennedy and Wisler note that the process is surrounded
with stereotypes which question women’s capacity to manoeuvre and
survive the harsh political terrain. Additionally, participants acknowledged
the absence of a political support infrastructure for women.

Participant Quote: Participant C Local leader:

“Striking a balance between political responsibilities and familial
expectations is a real hassle. Many families view women in politics as
deviant from societal practice.”
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Participant Quote: Participant D Female Politician

“It is a continuous struggle breaking through the gender biases in political
parties. The inadequacy of resources and party support frustrates our
efforts. “In conclusion, this section evidently mirrors the broad horizon
that defines women’s political participation in Baluchistan. The inspiration
that sparks the participants’ interest in politics has evidently manifested
herein. The section has also brought out the political elaborations of the
participants and the various personal and societal challenges faced. As
such, the analysis of the details herein offers an insight into the intricacies
of women’s engagement in politics and forms a basis for the crafting of
the other portions of the women political participation discussion.

Challenges Encountered in the Participation of Women in Politics

The section examines the challenges that constitute the bulwark to the full
participation of women in politics in the context of Baluchistan. As such,
the complex cultural elements, societal expectations, and pressures, gender
discrimination, threats and violence against women, all form the
components of the challenges experienced by women in the political
arena. The tension and pressure from societal norms within the political
momentum constitute the first challenge that the participants had to put up
with according to their response.

Participant Quote: Participant E Community leader:

“Cultural norms define politics as ‘inappropriate’ for women. The
challenge is balancing societal expectation and political exposure.”

Gender Discrimination and Stereotyping

The experiences that participants shared revealed the impacts of gender
discrimination and stereotypes at a deeper level in politics. A good number
of them narrated how their competency had come to be questioned more
often, the feeling being attributed that women are vulnerable in leadership.
In addition, several participants revealed that the stereotypes exposed
women as more emotional and less skilled, hence, limited participation
further. Disappointingly, they further narrated their experiences of threats
and violence, which targeted intimidating women in politics to maintain
their silence. I felt that the prevalence of these atrocities in society posed a
significant concern due to the multitude of implications. As Participant G,
who is a female politician, put it in the words, “threats and violence are
used to undermine our credibility and discourage our involvement. But we
refuse to be silenced”.
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Likewise, the fact that participants highlighted the absence of supportive
infrastructure as an additional challenge streamlined the sentiments they
shared about their experiences. With such infrastructures not in place, our
young politicians noted that resources were very minimal, policies hardly
addressed their concerns, and mentorship or training programs were
unavailable. The absence of mechanisms to address harassment further
worsened their participation and comfort within the sector. I felt that
political parties had exited a wonderful avenue of natured leaders and
alienated several young women with the lack of support. In the words of
Participant H, who is a young political activist, “political parties hardly
have any mechanisms to address harassment and offer necessary support
for the affected. This, however, alienates potential women leaders that wait
to be part of the transformation”.

In summary, based on the discussion presented in this section, one specific
one may note that many challenges affecting women’s political activity in
Balochistan are closely linked to the specificities of cultural and political
settings in the province. The interconnection of cultural norms and
stereotypes, gender-related prejudices and biases, threats, and a limited
availability of the necessary infrastructure combine to form severe
challenges. The stories of the female participants illustrating the
challenges they must overcome to actively participate in politics can
confirm this idea; however, by developing new policies and introducing
different changes to the existing ones can be designed and implemented.

Discussion of Findings

The current section builds on what has been discovered in the data by
drawing parallels and comparing to previous research and literature work.
Intersection of findings and theoretical frameworks The findings interact
with various theoretical frameworks, especially those of women’s political
participation. As The feminist perspective has also touched on many of the
struggles encountered by women such as stereotypes, cultural inhibitions,
and gender discrimination. Several of the issues are discussed and how
women have overcome them are addressed by the women’s theories of
empowerment. It recognizes that formal education combined with
informal training, social networking, and the mobilization of grassroots
networks are the means used by women to build networks. The findings
further intersection with the aspect of policy or governance shows the
properties of entire or better inclusion in the implementation of policies
and the functioning of political organizations. This is because gender
mainstreaming is primarily involved in women’s participation. Location
and identity dynamics
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The data findings may be relevant to the relationship between location
and identity, either at the same location or across two or three different
locations, by comparing urban and rural women. Ethnic and linguistic
comparison of insights into similarities and differences on the one hand
and then analysis through feminist intersectionality lenses reveals that
location and identity such as location as an urban or rural woman and as
an ethnic or linguistic community where women belong are key to
political engagement.

Recommendations

Gender-sensitive policies — enact and enforce discriminatory laws and
policies promoting gender inequality in political participation. Fabricated
policies to benefit all parties without discrimination. Civic education
Develop civic knowledge programs to generate knowledge of the value of
women’s social roles. Support networks — Experienced female politicians
to assist in establishing support networks and gender forums. Leadership
training — differentiated leadership training for women’s needs. Media
representation — Encourage equal and positive depiction of women in
politics in the media to counter skewed ideas.

Resource allocation:

Allocate resources to women’s political participation, including support in
campaign financing and logistical resources.

Local Governance:

Give women a vital voice particularly in local governance structures hence
enabling the people to be represented in the communities by women who
would be good leaders.

Online Safety:

This would reduce the harassment and violence of women through the
internet through efficient intervention.

Continuous Research:

This would help understand developments which would emerge in the
front and hence change strategies hence promoting effective application.

Collaboration:

Women political agendas would be advanced through forum discussions
with range of interest including national elections.
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Implications for Policy and Practice
Gender Responsive Policies:

Make policies which would reduce the challenges that disabled women
face on women political representation.

Training and Capacity Building:

Development and implementation of training programs for women to
develop their leadership and political skills which prepare them for
political position.

Women Network:

Establish women networks which promote women and women online
initiatives and power capacities.

Engaging Traditional leaders:

Should encourage and entrust traditional and community leaders to have a
common stand against cultural disabilities.

Legislation:

Legislation should be done to ensure that women are protected from
violence and threats posed at them.

Grassroots Mobilization:

Application of workshop and community dialogues which would help in
empowering women.
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Abstract:

The basic aim of the current study was to analyze the impacts of
modernization on Pashtun youth and culture in Balochistan. The current
research uses both primary and secondary sources of data collection. The
combinations of both qualitative and quantitative designs have been used
for current research study. SPSS has been used as tool for data analysis.
Convenience sampling techniques were used to get the quantitative data
from Quetta city from 50 Pashtun students living in Quetta city.

Keywords: Modernization, Pashtun Culture, Youth, Balochistan.
Introduction:

Modernity can be understood as the result of modernity shifting from an
agrarian or feudal society towards capitalism, industrialization, and then
modernity again. In contrast, modernization is the continuation of
modernity (Barker, 2005). The idea of modernization is linked to the
evidence of significant cultural change and the persistence of distinctive
cultural traditions. Modifications are related to the shift, moving away
from comprehensive traditions and customs and towards ones that are
more logical, tolerant, interactive, and believe in modernization (Ronald,
2000). When we talk about modernization, we mean the social
transformation brought about by institutions and organizations similar to
those found in other countries (Arnold and Hurn, 1966). Examining the
last two centuries, there has been a growing shift in family values that
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supports characteristics such as self-choice marriage, nuclear families,
romantic love, equal spousal relationships, lower fertility, and late
marriage (Inglehart, 1997; Gubernskaya, 2010; Lesthaeghe and Meekers,
1987). Modernization has led to an increase in urbanization in the world
today (Chaudhry, 2004). As modernity and urbanization spread, the family
structure underwent enormous transformations. This situation resulted in
children straying from the joint family structure. According to Mishra,
Ansari, and Mishra (2012), modern dual-career families based on equal
sex roles, liberal, and adult cohabitation without marriage are replacing
traditional families associated with rigid gender-based sex roles in
contemporary  societies (Mishra, Ansari, and Mishra, 2012).
Modernization has serious effects on the social structure and environment
of societies, making it one of the more potent but less certain forces in
human affairs today. Adverse changes in the century-old norms, values,
and traditions of rural areas have been penetrated by modernization
(Ibrahim et al., 2011). People who participate in different types of social
activities or lead regular lives typically view socio-cultural values as the
essential meanings of life (gtimac & Simi¢, 2012; Abrham et al., 2015;
Strielkowski & Weyskrabova, 2014).

Research Methodology

This research study focuses on the viewpoints regarding the Pashtun youth
living in Quetta. The theme and subject matter of the study is quite
sensitive because of the tribal traditions and background. The majority of
Pashtun citizens strongly believe on their deep-rooted ancestral tribal
traditions. Considering the above-mentioned issues, the study uses the
descriptive and analytical methods in order to get the real and factual
results. The research was conducted in Quetta city. The sampled
respondents n=50 were chosen from different areas of Quetta city. The
survey data was collected by convenience sampling techniques. The data
was analyzed by SPSS software.
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Results and Discussion

Table 1.1
age of the Research Participants
Valid Cumulative
Frequency | Percent |Percent Percent
Valid 15-20 |22 44.0 44.0 44.0
20-25 |9 18.0 18.0 62.0
25-30 | 19 38.0 38.0 100.0
Total |50 100.0 100.0

The above table is showing that 44 percent were 15-20 years old. 38
percent were 25-30 years old. 18 percent were 20-25 years old.

Table 1.2

Gender
Valid Cumulative
Frequency | Percent | Percent Percent
Valid Male 41 82.0 82.0 82.0
Female |9 18.0 18.0 100.0
Total 50 100.0 100.0

The above table is showing that 82 percent were males. 18 percent were
females.

Table 1.3
Education
Valid Cumulative
Frequency | Percent | Percent Percent
Valid Middle | 10 20.0 20.0 20.0
SSC 10 20.0 20.0 40.0
B.A 9 18.0 18.0 58.0
M.A |21 42.0 42.0 100.0
Total |50 100.0 100.0

The above table is showing that 42 percent were M. A students. 20 percent
were students of S.S.C and Middle each. 18 percent were B.A students.
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Table 1.4

How do you perceive the balance between traditional Pashtun values
and modern values in your family?

Frequenc Valid Cumulative
y Percent | Percent Percent
Valid Mostl
Tradiional 13 260 |26.0 26.0
Balanced Mix |16 32.0 32.0 58.0
Mostly Modern |21 42.0 42.0 100.0
Total 50 100.0 100.0

The above table is showing that 42 percent think that their families are
mostly modern. 32 percent think that their families are mostly balanced
mix. 26 percent think that their families are mostly traditional.

Table 1.5

Do you believe that the influx of modern values has positively or
negatively impacted Pashtun families?

Frequenc Valid Cumulative
y Percent | Percent Percent
Valid Positive 28 560  [56.0 56.0
Impact
Negative 12 240  |24.0 80.0
Impact
don’t know 10 20.0 20.0 100.0
Total 50 100.0 100.0

The above table is showing that 56 percent think that modernization has
positive effects on Pashtun families. 24 percent think that there are
negative effects on Pashtun families because of modernization.
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Table 1.6

In what manner the modernization has brought alterations in your

family?
Frequen Valid Cumulative
cy Percent | Percent Percent
Vali Changed the
d decision making | 19 38.0 38.0 38.0
process
‘S’ihzaenged the family |, 260 |26.0 64.0
brought changes inf o 360 [36.0 100.0
relationships
Total 50 100.0 [100.0

The above table is showing that 38 percent think that modernization has
changed the decision making process in their families. 36 percent think
that modernization has brought changes in relationships in their families.
26 percent think that modernization has changed the family sizes.

Table 1.7
Has modernization strengthened or weakened the family bonds?
Frequenc Valid Cumulative
y Percent | Percent Percent
Valid Strengthened 33 76.0 76.0 76.0
bonds
weakened Bonds |8 16.0 16.0 92.0
dont know 4 8.0 8.0 100.0
Total 50 100.0 [100.0

The above table is showing that 76 percent think that modernization has
strengthened bonds. 16 percent think that modernization has weakened

bonds.
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Table 1.8

In what manner the modernization has brought changes in Pashtun
values?

Frequen Valid Cumulative
cy Percent | Percent Percent
Vali In Language Use 10 20.0 20.0 20.0
d In Traditional
Clothing 9 18.0 18.0 38.0
In Celebration of
Cultural Events 10 20.0 20.0 58.0
In~ Religiousf,, 020|420 100.0
Practices
Total 50 100.0 |100.0

The above table is showing that 42 percent think that modernization has
brought changes in religious practices. 20 percent think that
modernization has brought changes in language use. 20 percent think that
that modernization has brought changes in celebration of cultural events.
18 percent think that modernization has brought changes relationships in
traditional clothing.

Table 1.9

What are the main challenges Pashtun families face due to
modernization?

Frequenc Valid Cumulative
y Percent | Percent Percent
Valid Social 16 320 (320 32.0
Disintegration
Cultural Erosion |14 28.0 28.0 60.0
Conflicts 20 40.0 40.0 100.0
Total 50 100.0 |100.0

The above table is showing that 40 percent think that conflicts are the
main challenges Pashtun families face due to modernization. 32 percent
think that social disintegrations are the main challenges Pashtun families
face due to modernization. 28 percent think that cultural erosions are the
main challenges Pashtun families face due to modernization.
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Table 1.10

Has modernization been more beneficial or detrimental to Pashtun
families?

Frequenc Valid Cumulative
y Percent [Percent Percent
Valid More 41 82.0  |82.0 82.0
Beneficial
More 9 180  |18.0 100.0
Detrimental
Total 50 100.0 100.0

The above table is showing that 82 percent think that modernization has
been more beneficial to Pashtun families 18 percent think that
modernization has been more detrimental to Pashtun families.

Conclusion

The comprehensive evaluation of the aforementioned consequences
showed that modernization's effects were observed at many dimensions in
Pashtun society Balochistan. The study participants revealed that people in
both rural and urban areas are now choosing new patterns of life while
eschewing the traditional aspects of their culture due to the advent of
modernization through various means, especially education, media,
urbanization, etc. Modernization has changed the decision making
process in Pashtun families. Also modernization has strengthened family
bonds. Modernization has brought changes in religious practices, in
language use, in celebration of cultural events as well as changes
relationships in traditional clothing. Also modernization has brought
significant challenges like conflicts, social disintegrations and cultural
erosions among Pashtun families.
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Abstract

The Urdu language played a pivotal role in the creation of Pakistan. It
was not only a symbol of the cultural and religious identity of Muslims
in the subcontinent but also served as a unifying force among them.
Leaders of the Pakistan Movement, especially Allama Igbal and
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, emphasized the importance of
Urdu as a national language to foster unity among Muslims as one
nation. After the establishment of Pakistan, Urdu was declared the
national language to serve as a medium of communication across
diverse regions of the country. It became a cornerstone of literature,
journalism, and education, contributing to national integration and
solidarity. Thus, the relationship between the creation of Pakistan and
the Urdu language is deeply rooted in history, symbolizing the cultural
and ideological foundation of the nation while promoting unity and
harmony for future generations.
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