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Essence of the final words of Khushal Khan Khattak Quoted by Allama Muhammad Iqbal.  

 

                                                                                                     
 
 

Abstract:  
  

This paper is going to unpack interesting dimensions of the 

historical final Quotes of the reckoned Pashtoon poet, scholar 

and warrior, Khushal Khan Khattak. During the final days of 

Khushal Khan’s life he had to fight his own son, Behram Khan, 

who forcedly substituted him and proved his loyalty to the 

Mughal Empire. He was assigned the responsibility from 

Mughal to curb the revolt outraged by Khushal Khan with the 

support of several Afghan tribes. Khushal Khan had to leave his 

ancestral place, he took refuge with a sub-clan of Afridi tribe 

and he died in isolation, having no attendant of his family as 

described by his son Ashraf Khan in his lament. Allama 

Muhammad Iqbal, in one of his collection of poetry the Gabril’s 

Wing (Bal-e-Jabril) has entitled a poem with the final words of 

Khushal Khan, which describe that he had said to his faithful, 

hosts that, “he must be buried in place where the hoops of 

Mughal Cavalry could not reach his grave. This message of the 

Great Khan is quoted by, the well known English orientalists 

Major Rawartee. The paper triangulates several authentic 

historical references for locating the actual position of the final 

words and particular message of Khushal Khan.    
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Khushal seems to have left no will, andas there was no legacy in the form 

of property to be bequeathed.  (16)

1٧1

He particularly charged, those few of his children and friends 

new who had remained faithful to him through all his trials and 

with fortunes that they should bury him these to use his own 

words". The dust of hoofs of the Mughal cavalry might not light 

upon his grave and they should conceal his last resting place, lest 

the Mughals might seek it out and inset the ashes of him at whose 

name, whilst in life, they quailed, and by whose sword, and that 

his clansmen, their best troops had been scattered like chaff 

before the gale. (18) 
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"Khushal Khan received a warning through some of his friends 

well in time and one night he escape from Daur. He carried his 

weary old limbs our hills and dabs covering a distance of thirty miles 

and when the day dawned he had reached totakai.  (21)
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This seems to be a some what prejudiced statement Afzal 

deducted the date of his death from the chronograim.(24)   

11241252

 

Khushal khan khattak the Afghan warrior poet  

lslamic Reviewl

19281

He was versatile and wrote on various subjects such as 

poetry, philosophy, ethics and his own autobiography which is 

unfortunately lost.         (27) 
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The struggle for Kandahar, outside the normal geographical 

purview of this record, explains so much of the later affinities and 

distinction between the various groups of Afghan and Pathan 

tribes that it is necessary to refer to it have in some detail. With it 

is bound up the story of the emergence of the Abdali ( later 

Durranis) of whom we now hear for the first time. (35)
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        (8) Life and works of Ilustriovs Khushal Khan Khattak 

by Dr Miss Khadija Fairuzuddin. {D. lit 1940} Pashto Academy. 

Peshawar. 2007 page 223. 

995735 

10147944804 

(11)(481

12119911

262303

131selectin From the poetry of Afghan. P p. 269. 

London 1862. pak. 1978 (second print)  

Afghan A

141

53520022

151

19881333

161  life and works. Of the illustrius Khushal Khan Khttak by Dr 

Khadija Fair zudin 17, 230. Pashto Acadamy Peshawar. 2007. 

1715845

181 ibid Raverty , p 146- 147. 
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(26) lstamic culture 1928. Hyderbad Daccon India.  

272  Khushal Special Number Nov.Decom. 2008  

 Abasin Islamabad. {27)  
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323  The Pathan. P. 242, 1958, London. 

3331958155
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353 Pathan Olaf Careo , p 222. 
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Niccofao Mannucci.s (Storia Do Mogon by William Irvine Vol II 

London 1907.L19521
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4404

3949 - 16301 On a 

Foriegn approachto Khushal, p  1968. (1630) p. 138, 1985.  
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